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This report examines the multidimensional aspects of poverty, excluding monetary poverty.  It provides poverty 
estimates for Belize across its six districts covering urban and rural areas, and disaggregated by key demographic 
characteristics, including age group; sex, ethnicity and education level of household head; households with and 
without members with disabilities; Belizean-born and foreign-born households; household size; and household 
composition.

This publication presents Belize’s official Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), derived from data collected in 
the 2022 Population and Housing Census. The national MPI measures poverty based on four dimensions and 17 
indicators, using the Alkire-Foster method to compute three core statistics: the incidence, intensity and the MPI 
itself, which is the product of the incidence and the intensity of multidimensional poverty.

The national MPI is a step towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 1.2 to “By 2030, reduce at 
least by half the proportion of men, women, and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according 
to national definitions.” 

1.1	 Background
Over the past fifteen years, Belize has adopted definitions of poverty that focus primarily on insufficient income to 
sustain an adequate quality of life, as reflected in the various Country Poverty Assessments (CPAs) and other poverty 
studies.  However, it has become evident that using a single monetary dimension to characterize poverty does not 
capture many of the issues associated with deprivation, resulting in the need for including other non-monetary 
dimensions in the analysis of living standards. The Belize Country Poverty Assessment, Final Report, August 2010 
highlights this point with the following excerpts (Halcrow/NAT, 2010):

‘The condition of being without adequate food, money, etc.’ – The Collins English Dictionary ‘(Having) an 
income which, even if adequate for survival, falls radically behind that of the community as a whole’ – J.K. 
Galbraith, 1962 ‘(The) inability to attain a minimum standard of living’ – World Bank, 1990. ‘(The) deprivation 
of essential assets and opportunities to which every human being is entitled’ – Asian Development Bank, 
1998. ‘(The) pronounced deprivation of well-being’ – World Bank, 2000.

In other words, poverty is no longer seen as a single dimensional issue related to inadequate income but one 
which is multi-faceted: “Poverty is hunger. Poverty is lack of shelter. Poverty is being sick and not being able 
to see a doctor. Poverty is not having access to school and not knowing how to read. Poverty is not having a 
job, is fear for the future, living one day at a time. Poverty is losing a child to illness brought about by unclean 
water. Poverty is powerlessness, lack of representation and freedom”.

The development of a national Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) reflects these shared perspectives and 
complements monetary poverty statistics. It enables the government and stakeholders to track poverty over time 
and provides detailed information on deprivations to help guide the allocation of resources across social and 
geographic sectors and regions. The MPI also supports targeted interventions to address the challenges faced by 
marginalized areas, groups and households. In addition, it facilitates the design, coordination, and evaluation of 
policies to ensure that all persons in the country have access to essential services such as water, roads, adequate 
housing, basic education, health services, and other basic needs.

Sustainable Development Goal 1.2 (SDG 1.2) provides the following target (2015): 

“By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women, children of all ages living in poverty in all 
its dimensions according to national definitions.” 

The national MPI is now used as one of two official measures of poverty in the country, alongside the monetary 
measure. 

  1 | Introduction
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1.2	 Purpose of the Measure
The national MPI for Belize is used to inform advocacy, policy, and accountability to address several deprivations 
experienced by individuals and households. It is also utilized to identify the different poverty profiles that are more 
common in certain locations, which is a crucial step in designing strategies that address multiple aspects of poverty, 
simultaneously. In addition, the MPI provides policymakers with reliable evidence for setting priorities and directing 
resources to the groups and communities most in need. 

Focusing only on monetary poverty is not enough to reduce poverty, therefore the MPI should be employed to 
complement monetary poverty measures. To do so, assessing the extent and depth of poverty as defined by the 
Alkire-Foster Method, is necessary. 

The understanding of a national MPI is essential for developing poverty alleviation strategies, as it provides a detailed 
picture of the extent of poverty, the specific deprivations most commonly experienced, and the contribution of each 
indicator at both the national and district levels. 
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Over the years, Belize has monitored progress toward SDG 1.1 on eradicating extreme poverty through the monetary 
approach to measuring poverty. In a similar way, the calculation of the MPI on an annual basis supports the monitoring 
of SDG 1.2, which calls for reducing by at least half the proportion of men, women, and children of all ages living in 
poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions. The method developed by Alkire and Foster (Alkire-
Foster, 2011) is widely used to examine the multidimensional nature of poverty.

2.1	 Alkire Foster Method 
The Alkire-Foster (AF) method, developed by Sabina Alkire and James Foster, produces poverty statistics based on 
selected dimensions and indicators. A deprivation cutoff criterion is set for each indicator, and a household is deemed 
to be deprived in any given indicator if the cutoff criterion for that indicator is not met. Each indicator is assigned a 
weight and a deprivation profile for each household is created. 

2.1.1	 Steps in Computing the MPI
The Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) is calculated through two main processes: Identification and Aggregation. 
Identification involves determining whether a person or household is deprived using defined cut-offs, assigning 
weights to each indicator, calculating the weighted sum of deprivations for each person, and applying a poverty cut-off 
to classify individuals as multidimensionally poor. Aggregation involves calculating the headcount ratio or incidence 
of poverty (the percentage of people who are multidimensionally poor), the intensity of poverty (the average share 
of weighted deprivations among the poor), and the MPI itself by multiplying the incidence by the intensity of poverty. 
The MPI can be broken down by geographical levels and population sub-groups to identify specific areas and groups 
most affected by poverty. The contribution of each indicator to the MPI can also be analyzed to understand which 
indicators contribute most to poverty at different levels.

The steps for identification and aggregation are detailed below:

(1)	 Identification: 
i.	 Select indicators and dimensions: Identify the set of indicators that captures deprivations in specific aspects, 

and can be grouped within dimensions according to likeness. 
ii.	 Deprivation Cut-offs: Establish deprivation cut-offs for each indicator, also known as the level of achievement 

which is considered normatively sufficient for a person to be non-deprived in each indicator. 
iii.	 Deprivation Determination: Apply the cut-off to ascertain whether a person is deprived in each indicator.
iv.	 Weight Definition: Define the weights to be applied to each indicator, in which the sum of the weights for 

all indicators amounts to 1 or 100%. It is ideal for the weights of each indicator within a dimension to be 
the same. 

v.	 Deprivation Score Calculation: Calculate the weighted sum deprivations for each person, which is defined 
as the deprivation score. 

vi.	 Poverty Cut-off Application: Apply the second cutoff (k) (known as the poverty cut-off) which is the proportion 
of weighted deprivations that an individual needs to experience to be classified as multidimensionally poor.

  2	 | Methodology
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(2)	 Aggregation:
i.	 Headcount Ratio (H): Calculate the percentage of people who were identified as multidimensionally poor 

which is known as the headcount ratio (H) or the incidence of poverty.
ii.	 Intensity of Poverty (A): Calculate the average share of weighted deprivations that the multidimensionally 

poor experience which is termed as the intensity of poverty (A) or the depth of poverty. This is the sum of 
the deprivation scores divided by the total number of poor people. 

iii.	 MPI Calculation: Compute the MPI, which is the product of the headcount ratio (H) and the intensity of 
poverty (A). 

Additionally, the MPI can be disaggregated to provide deeper insights. It can be analyzed by geographical levels 
(e.g., district, rural, or urban areas) and sub-groups of the population (e.g., ethnicity, sex, age). The MPI can also be 
decomposed to determine the percentage contribution of each indicator to the overall MPI. This decomposition can 
be done at both national and sub-national levels to identify the indicators that significantly contribute to poverty in 
each context.

2.2	 Data Source
The Statistical Institute of Belize conducts a Population and Housing Census every 10 years with the most recent one 
undertaken in 2022. The census provides an ideal platform to collect data for the poverty study as information is 
obtained at very granular level. The target population for this study is all persons residing in households across Belize. 
The 2022 Population and Housing Census utilized the de jure approach, which involved enumerating all individuals 
who had lived or intended to live in Belize for a minimum of six months. This included all members of households, 
regardless of whether they were present at the time of the enumerator’s visit. 
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3.1	 Dimensions, Indicators, and Deprivation Cutoffs 
Belize’s national MPI is structured around four dimensions: Education, Living Standards, Employment, and Health. 
Within these dimensions there are 17 indicators which best capture the multidimensional aspects of poverty in 
Belize (see Table 1). 

Citing from the 2021 MPI, the choice of dimensions, indicators, the deprivation cut-off criteria, and weights in the 
MPI was carefully determined to ensure a comprehensive measure of poverty.

3.2	 Weights 
Weights were assigned to indicate the relative importance of each dimension and indicator. Equal weights were 
assigned to the dimensions, indicating that no dimension is considered more important than the others. In the 
current MPI, each of the four dimensions—Education, Living Standards, Employment, and Health — received a 
weight of 25 percent. Within each dimension, the indicators were also assigned equal weights. 

3.3	 Poverty Cutoff
A household is declared to be multidimensionally poor if the deprivation score exceeds a predetermined poverty 
cutoff. In the case of Belize, the poverty cutoff was set at k = 25 percent.

  3	 | Design of the Census Multidimensional Poverty Index
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Table 1: Dimensions, Indicators, Deprivation Criteria, and Weights of the Belize National Multidimensional 
Poverty Index, Census 2022

Dimension Indicator Deprivation Criterion – “A household is deprived if” … Weight

Education
0.25 = 25%

1. Years of Schooling
At least one member older than  15 to 35 years does not have 
6 years of education or more OR a member 36 or older does 
not have 4 years  of education.

0.0625 = 6.25%

2. School Attendance
Any child 5 to 14 years is not attending school. (Exception for 
those 14 years old that are not attending but are working and 
have completed primary school).                                                                                                                               

0.0625 = 6.25%

3. School Lag Any child between 7 and 16 years who is attending school is 
more than two years behind his/her birth cohort. 0.0625 = 6.25%

4. Access/use of internet It does not have a computer (including tablets) or internet 
connection.                                                                                                                                     0.0625 = 6.25%

Living 
Standards
0.25 = 25%

5. Housing Materials 
(floors, walls, roof)

The dwelling has inadequate materials for at least one of the 
three (floor, walls, roof): i.e. its floor is of natural materials 
(earth/sand) or its walls are of natural/rudimentary materials 
(No walls, cane/palm/trunks, palmetto/wild cane/sticks, 
bamboo/palmetto with mud/white lime, stone with mud, 
plywood, carton/cardboard, reused wood) or its roof are of 
natural/rudimentary materials (Thatch/Palm leaf/Bay leaf, 
Rubber rye, makeshift).     

0.0625 = 6.25%

6. Cooking fuel Its main cooking fuel is wood or charcoal. 0.0625 = 6.25%

7. Asset ownership
It does not own more than two of these assets: radio, TV, 
telephone, computer, motorbike, or refrigerator, and does not 
own a private motor vehicle.  

0.0625= 6.25%

8. Overcrowding  It has three or more individuals per bedroom.  0.0625= 6.25%

Employment
0.25 = 25%

9. Dependency  The ratio of employed to household members is less than 
33.3%. 0.05 = 5%

10. Youth not in 
employment, education, or 
training

Any household member aged 15-24 is not in employment, 
education, or training.  0.05 = 5%

11. Informal Employment

Any household member has an informal job i.e. if employed 
by a business and neither the business or employee pays 
social security or if self-employed and their business is not 
registered with the Social Security Board or Belize Companies 
Registry.

0.05 = 5%

12. Unemployment Any member older than 24 years is unemployed for more 
than three months. 0.05 = 5%

13. Underemployment
Any household member is underemployed, i.e. Employed but 
working less than 35 hours per week, wants to work more 
hours and is available to work more hours. 

0.05 = 5%

Health
0.25 = 25%

14. Access to Health 
Services

Any member who was ill/sick or had an accident, did not have 
access to a medical center/hospital or other professional 
institution.  

0.0625 = 6.25%

15. Food Insecurity
Moderately or extremely food insecure – Defined as having 
more than three responses indicating food insecurity on the 
raw FIES score. 

0.0625 = 6.25%

16. Improved Water
Household does not have access to improved drinking water 
(public/private piped into dwelling or yard, public stand pipe, 
protected dug well, private catchment).  

0.0625= 6.25%

17. Improved Sanitation
Household’s sanitation facility is not improved (none, pit 
latrine not ventilated, other) or it is improved but shared with 
other households. 

0.0625= 6.25%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, September 2021 Multidimensional Poverty Study 
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3.4	 Applying the Alkire-Foster Method
Each household is assessed for each of the 17 indicators as given in Table 1 above. When a household is found to 
be deprived in a particular indicator, the household’s deprivation score is increased by the weight assigned to that 
indicator. Thus, after the household has been assessed for all 17 indicators, the deprivation score for that household 
will be the sum of the weights of the indicators in which they are deprived, resulting in a score between zero and 
one. A score of zero means the household is not deprived in any of the 17 indicators, while a score of one means the 
household is deprived in all indicators.

For example, if a household is deprived in indicators that together account for 50 percent of the total weight, their 
score will be 0.50. If the total weighted deprivation score for a household is equal to or exceeds 0.25, that household 
is deemed to be multidimensionally poor. This cut-off value of k = 25 percent was selected as the poverty line, 
meaning a household needs to be deprived in enough indicators to account for at least 25 percent of the total weight 
to be considered multidimensionally poor. This method ensures that poverty is not just measured by income but by 
multiple dimensions, giving a more holistic view of deprivation.
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4.1	 National Results
The 2022 Population and Housing Census in Belize recorded a total population of 397,483 spread across 110,719 
households. Of these, the number of persons that were multidimensionally poor, those that had a total deprivation 
score of 0.25 or more, accounted for 105,826 persons among 23,270 households. This means that the incidence 
of poverty, which is the percentage of persons that were multidimensionally poor, was 26.6 percent of the total 
population (see Figure 1).

Among those who were poor, they experienced on average 38.2 percent of the deprivations or approximately 7 of 
the 17 indicators used to measure poverty. 

For the country of Belize, the national MPI in 2022 was 0.102, which is the product of the incidence and intensity of 
poverty, as seen in Figure 1 below. 

Figure 1: Results of the Belize National Multidimensional Poverty Study, Census 2022

	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty	 Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty
	 26.6%	 38.2

	 0	 0.102	 1
	 |

	 NATIONAL MPI
	 0.102

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

  4	 | Multidimensional Poverty in Belize
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4.2	 Uncensored Headcount Ratio
Figure 2 below shows the Uncensored Headcount Ratio, which is the percentage of the population that is deprived 
for each indicator in the national MPI. 

The highest level of deprivation was seen in ‘Access to Internet and ICT’, with 64.8 percent of the population not 
having a computer/tablet or internet access. This was followed by ‘Dependency’, which measures the ratio of 
employed persons to the total household members. A household is considered deprived if this ratio is below 33.3 
percent. According to the results, 41.5 percent of the population lived in such households. ‘Informal employment’ 
recorded the third highest deprivation rate at 38.0 percent. On the other end, the lowest level of deprivation was 
seen in ‘Access to Health Services’, with less than 1 percent (0.7 percent) of the population being deprived in this 
indicator. Close behind were ‘Unemployment’ at 1.0 percent and ‘Underemployment’ at 5.3 percent, indicating that 
these economic deprivations were less prevalent compared to others. 

Figure 2: Percentage of the Total Population Deprived in each Indicator, Census 2022

0
64.8

41.5
38.0

23.8
22.8

21.3
18.5

16.4
14.9

11.4
10.9
10.8
10.7

8.1
5.3

1.0
0.7

Indicator
Access to internet and ICT

Dependency
Informal Employment

Youth (NEET)
Improved Sanitation

Overcrowding
Asset Ownership

Food Security
Years of Schooling

Cooking Fuel
Improved Water

School Lag
Housing Material

School Attendance
Underemployment

Unemployment
Access to Health Services

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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4.3	 Censored Headcount Ratio
Figure 3 below shows the Censored Headcount Ratio, which is the percentage of persons who were both 
multidimensionally poor and deprived in each indicator of the national MPI. 

The most significant deprivation was in ‘Access to Internet and ICT’, with 25.5 percent of multidimensionally poor 
persons deprived in this indicator, followed by ‘Dependency’ at 16.7 percent and ‘Improved Sanitation’ at 15.4 
percent. At the other end, the censored deprivations with the lowest percentages were in ‘Unemployment’ (0.4 
percent), ‘Access to Health Services’ (0.5 percent) and ‘Underemployment’ (2.5 percent).

Figure 3: Percentage of the Total Population Multidimensionally Poor and Deprived by Indicator, Census 2022
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Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

4.4	 Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the MPI
When examining the 17 indicators used to measure multidimensional poverty, Figure 4 below shows that ‘Access to 
Internet and ICT’, ‘Improved Sanitation’, and ‘Asset Ownership’ contributed the most to the 2022 MPI, accounting for 
15.7 percent, 9.4 percent, and 8.9 percent, respectively. The indicators that contributed the least to the overall MPI 
were ‘Underemployment’, ‘Access to Health Services’, and ‘Unemployment’, where each accounted for 1.2 percent, 
0.3 percent, and 0.2 percent respectively.
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Figure 4: Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the National MPI, Census 2022
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5.1	 Incidence, Intensity and MPI
As shown in Figure 5 below, the incidence of poverty, or the share of multidimensionally poor people, was much 
higher for those living in rural areas (37.4 percent) than in urban areas (11.8 percent).  

The intensity of poverty, or the average deprivations experienced among the multidimensionally poor also differed, 
though less markedly, 39.2 percent in rural areas versus 33.8 percent in urban areas (see Figure 5). 

According to Table 2, the MPI was 0.147 for households living in rural areas, compared to 0.040 for households in 
urban areas.

Figure 5: Incidence & Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Area, Census 2022
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Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

Table 2: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Area of Residence, Census 2022
Area MPI Incidence Intensity MPI 

Population
Number of 

Multidimensionally 
Poor Households 

Share of the 
Population

Rural 0.147 37.4% 39.2% 86,078 18,885 57.8%
Urban 0.040 11.8% 33.8% 19,747 4,385 42.2%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

  5	 | Multidimensional Poverty by Area of Residence



MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX REPORT

Belize Population and Housing Census | 2022 23

5.2	 Uncensored Headcount Ratio
Table 3 below presents a clear breakdown of the Uncensored Headcount Ratio by rural and urban areas. These ratios 
represent the percentage of the population that experienced deprivation in each indicator, regardless of whether 
they were multidimensionally poor. 

Urban areas had a lower uncensored headcount ratio for most indicators, in contrast to rural areas, which had a 
higher uncensored headcount ratio.  For both urban and rural areas, the highest level of deprivation was in ‘Access to 
Internet and ICT’, with 72.8 percent of the population living in rural areas and 53.9 percent in urban areas deprived in 
this indicator. On the other hand, the lowest deprivation in rural areas was ‘Unemployment’ with 0.8 percent, while 
in urban areas, the lowest deprivation was ‘Access to Health Services’ with 0.3 percent. 

Table 3: Percentage of the Total Population Deprived in Each Indicator by Area of Residence, Census 2022

Indicators National Rural Urban
Access to internet and ICT 64.8 72.8 53.9
Dependency 41.5 47.2 33.8
Informal Employment 38.0 41.9 32.6
Youth (NEET) 23.8 28.0 18.0
Improved Sanitation 22.8 31.7 10.7
Overcrowding 21.3 26.5 14.1
Asset Ownership 18.5 26.0 8.3
Food Security 16.4 17.1 15.5
Years of Schooling 14.9 18.9 9.4
Cooking Fuel 11.4 18.4 1.6
Improved Water 10.9 16.8 2.9
School Lag 10.8 12.4 8.6
Housing Material 10.7 13.9 6.3
School Attendance 8.1 11.2 3.8
Underemployment 5.3 5.3 5.2
Unemployment 1.0 0.8 1.3
Access to Health Services 0.7 1.0 0.3

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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5.3	 Censored Headcount Ratio
Table 4 below provides a detailed breakdown of the Censored Headcount Ratio for both rural and urban areas, that is 
the percentage of persons who are both multidimensionally poor and deprived in each indicator of the national MPI. 

The greatest proportion of the population were deprived in ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ and multidimensionally poor 
with 36.1 percent in rural areas and 11.0 percent in urban areas. Conversely, the indicator with the lowest censored 
headcount ratio was ‘Unemployment’ with 0.4 percent of the population in both rural and urban areas. 

Table 4: Percentage of the Total Population who are Multidimensionally Poor and Deprived in Each Indicator by 
Area of Residence, Census 2022

Indicators National Rural Urban
Access to internet and ICT 25.5 36.1 11.0
Dependency 16.7 23.9 7.0
Improved Sanitation 15.4 23.1 4.7
Informal Employment 14.7 20.6 6.6
Asset Ownership 14.5 21.8 4.5
Overcrowding 14.4 20.3 6.3
Youth (NEET) 11.6 16.3 5.0
Cooking Fuel 9.9 16.2 1.2
Food Security 9.3 11.6 6.0
Years of Schooling 9.3 13.0 4.1
Housing Material 7.9 11.8 2.7
Improved Water 7.5 12.0 1.3
School Lag 6.2 8.2 3.5
School Attendance 5.8 8.7 1.8
Underemployment 2.5 3.1 1.7
Access to Health Services 0.5 0.7 0.1
Unemployment 0.4 0.4 0.4

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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5.4	 Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the MPI
The percentage contribution of each indicator to the MPI for both rural and urban areas is summarized in Table 5 
below. Cells shaded from light green to dark green indicate a low to moderate percentage contribution while cells 
shaded light red to dark red indicate a moderate to high percentage contribution. Overall, urban and rural areas 
showed a similar count of relative high-contribution indicators.

‘Access to Internet and ICT’ had the highest contribution to the MPI for both areas standing at 15.4 percent in rural 
areas and 17.2 percent in urban areas. In contrast, the indicator with the least contribution to the MPI was seen in 
‘Unemployment’ with 0.1 percent for rural areas, and ‘Access to Health Services’ with 0.2 percent in urban areas. 

Table 5: Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the MPI by Area of Residence, Census 2022

Indicators National Rural Urban
Access to internet and ICT 15.7 15.4 17.2
Improved Sanitation 9.4 9.8 7.4
Asset Ownership 8.9 9.3 7.1
Overcrowding 8.8 8.6 9.8
Dependency 8.2 8.1 8.8
Informal Employment 7.2 7.0 8.2
Cooking Fuel 6.1 6.9 1.9
Youth (NEET) 5.7 5.6 6.3
Food Security 5.7 5.0 9.4
Years of Schooling 5.7 5.5 6.4
Housing Material 4.9 5.0 4.2
Improved Water 4.6 5.1 2.0
School Lag 3.8 3.5 5.5
School Attendance 3.5 3.7 2.8
Underemployment 1.2 1.0 2.2
Access to Health Services 0.3 0.3 0.2
Unemployment 0.2 0.1 0.5

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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6.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As illustrated in Figure 6 below, the Toledo district recorded the highest incidence of poverty at 63.5 percent, meaning 
that the largest proportion of the population in this district were experiencing multidimensional poverty. By contrast, 
Belize district had the lowest incidence of poverty at 11.3 percent. 

The average level of deprivation among the poor population, that is the intensity of poverty, was also highest in the 
Toledo district, with poor individuals experiencing 44.3 percent of the deprivations. In contrast, the intensity was 
lowest in the Belize district at 34.1 percent.

Consistent with these patterns, Table 6 indicates that at the national level, the Toledo district had the highest MPI at 
0.282, while the Belize district had the lowest at 0.039.

Figure 6: Incidence & Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by District of Residence, Census 2022
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  6	 | Multidimensional Poverty by District



MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX REPORT

Belize Population and Housing Census | 2022 27

Table 6: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by District of Residence, Census 2022

District MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Poor People

Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households 

Share of the 
Population

Corozal 0.135 35.6% 37.9% 16,113 3,517 11.4%
Orange Walk 0.105 29.2% 36.0% 15,788 3,511 13.6%
Belize 0.039 11.3% 34.1% 12,845 2,988 28.6%
Cayo 0.087 23.9% 36.5% 23,647 5,089 24.9%
Stann Creek 0.101 27.4% 36.8% 12,704 2,760 11.7%
Toledo 0.282 63.5% 44.3% 24,729 5,406 9.8%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

6.2	 Uncensored Headcount Ratio
The Uncensored Headcount Ratios are summarized by district in Table 7 below. Overall, the Belize and Cayo districts 
show lower uncensored headcount ratios for most indicators, whereas Corozal, Orange Walk, Stann Creek, and 
Toledo districts exhibit higher uncensored headcount ratios.

In every district, the highest deprivation was ‘Access to Internet and ICT’, with 69.1 percent in Corozal, 69.6 percent in 
Orange Walk, 55.1 percent in Belize, 61.2 percent in Cayo, 70.6 percent in Stann Creek, and 83.5 percent in Toledo. On 
the other hand, the lowest deprivation for Corozal, Orange Walk, Stann Creek, and Toledo was ‘Unemployment’ with 
0.8 percent, 0.7 percent, 0.2 percent, and 0.8 percent respectively, while in Belize and Cayo, the lowest deprivation 
was ‘Access to Health Services’ with 0.1 percent and 0.5, respectively. 

Table 7: Percentage of the Total Population Deprived in each Indicator by District of Residence, Census 2022

Indicator National Corozal
Orange 

Walk
Belize Cayo

Stann  
Creek

Toledo

Access to internet and ICT 64.8 69.1 69.6 55.1 61.2 70.6 83.5
Dependency 41.5 41.7 40.5 31.6 41.0 52.2 60.4
Informal Employment 38.0 49.6 46.2 31.7 39.2 28.1 39.9
Youth (NEET) 23.8 25.3 24.5 16.8 24.4 25.5 38.2
Improved Sanitation 22.8 29.5 24.3 8.7 23.3 22.8 53.0
Overcrowding 21.3 25.6 21.6 14.5 16.4 23.8 44.9
Asset Ownership 18.5 23.4 22.1 8.6 13.0 20.6 48.6
Food Security 16.4 16.5 22.0 14.7 14.6 13.0 22.4
Years of Schooling 14.9 12.5 14.4 6.5 18.9 20.6 25.8
Cooking Fuel 11.4 17.4 7.2 1.5 7.7 8.8 51.4
Improved Water 10.9 20.0 8.8 5.8 9.6 12.3 20.3
School Lag 10.8 9.3 8.5 8.2 12.7 12.1 16.6
Housing Material 10.7 10.5 6.9 9.4 3.5 12.7 36.1
School Attendance 8.1 11.8 12.0 3.2 9.6 5.2 12.2
Underemployment 5.3 9.5 6.1 5.4 4.4 1.6 5.2
Unemployment 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.2 1.0 0.6 1.2
Access to Health Services 0.7 2.5 1.1 0.1 0.5 0.2 0.8

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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6.3	 Censored Headcount Ratio
The Belize and Cayo districts had a lower censored headcount ratio for most indicators compared to the Corozal, 
Orange Walk, Stann Creek, and Toledo districts which had a higher censored headcount ratio.

The largest censored headcount ratios in all districts were for ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ with 33.7 percent in 
Corozal, 28.4 percent in Orange Walk, 10.7 percent in Belize, 22.4 percent in Cayo, 26.4 percent in Stann Creek, and 
61.8 percent in Toledo. Conversely, the lowest censored headcount ratios were ‘Unemployment’ in Corozal, Orange 
Walk, Cayo, and Toledo with 0.4 percent, 0.4 percent, 0.3 percent, and 0.7 percent, respectively, while the smallest 
censored headcount ratios was seen in ‘Access to Health Services’ for Belize and Stann Creek with 0.0 percent and 
0.7 percent, respectively.

Table 8: Percentage of the Total Population who are Multidimensionally Poor and Deprived in each Indicator by 
District of Residence, Census 2022

Indicator National Corozal
Orange 

Walk
Belize Cayo

Stann  
Creek

Toledo

Access to internet and ICT 25.5 33.7 28.4 10.7 22.4 26.4 61.8

Dependency 16.7 19.6 16.6 6.8 14.9 18.6 45.2

Improved Sanitation 15.4 21.2 15.9 3.7 13.6 15.2 46.6

Informal Employment 14.7 23.2 19.1 6.2 14.6 9.5 29.7

Asset Ownership 14.5 19.5 16.9 4.7 9.8 15.3 45.4

Overcrowding 14.4 18.8 15.5 6.1 10.5 15.7 40.2

Youth (NEET) 11.6 15.0 11.6 4.3 11.0 11.2 30.8

Cooking Fuel 9.9 13.4 5.8 1.1 6.6 7.7 47.9

Food Security 9.3 10.2 10.6 5.8 8.5 8.3 19.5

Informal Employment 9.3 8.0 8.0 2.7 11.0 12.5 23.0

Housing Material 7.9 8.3 5.0 4.1 2.5 9.8 34.6

Improved Water 7.5 14.3 6.9 2.6 6.4 7.0 17.7

School Lag 6.2 5.9 4.6 3.1 7.2 7.6 14.0

School Attendance 5.8 9.6 8.9 1.4 6.2 3.6 11.0

Underemployment 2.5 5.3 3.1 1.6 2.2 0.7 3.8

Access to Health Services 0.5 2.0 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.7

Unemployment 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.7

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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6.4	 Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the MPI
The percentage contribution of each indicator to the MPI is summarized in Table 9 below. Cells shaded from light to 
dark green indicate a low to moderate percentage contribution, while cells shaded light to dark red denote moderate 
to high contributions. The Belize district recorded the highest number of indicators with lower contributions, followed 
by the Orange Walk, Cayo, and Stann Creek districts with slightly fewer.  In contrast, Corozal and Toledo had the 
fewest indicators contributing at lower levels.

Across all districts, ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ had the highest contribution to the MPI standing at 15.6 percent in 
Corozal, 16.9 percent in Orange Walk, 17.4 percent in Belize, 16.1 percent in Cayo, 16.4 percent in Stann Creek, and 
13.7 percent in Toledo. In contrast, the indicator with the least contribution to the MPI was seen in ‘Unemployment’ 
for Corozal, Orange Walk, Cayo, and Toledo with 0.1 percent, 0.2 percent, 0.2 percent, and 0.1 percent, respectively, 
while in Belize and Stann Creek the indicator with the least contribution was seen in ‘Access to Health Services’ with 
0.1 percent and 0.0 percent, respectively.

Table 9: Percentage Contribution of each Indicator to the MPI by District of Residence, Census 2022

Indicators National Corozal
Orange 

Walk
Belize Cayo

Stann 
Creek

Toledo

Access to internet and ICT 15.7 15.6 16.9 17.4 16.1 16.4 13.7
Improved Sanitation 9.4 9.8 9.5 6.0 9.7 9.4 10.3
Asset Ownership 8.9 9.0 10.1 7.6 7.0 9.5 10.1
Overcrowding 8.8 8.7 9.2 9.9 7.5 9.7 8.9
Dependency 8.2 7.3 7.9 8.8 8.6 9.2 8.0
Informal Employment 7.2 8.6 9.1 8.0 8.4 4.7 5.3
Cooking Fuel 6.1 6.2 3.5 1.8 4.8 4.8 10.6
Youth (NEET) 5.7 5.5 5.5 5.6 6.3 5.5 5.5
Food Security 5.7 4.7 6.3 9.4 6.1 5.2 4.3
Years of Schooling 5.7 3.7 4.8 4.4 7.9 7.8 5.1
Housing Material 4.9 3.8 3.0 6.7 1.8 6.0 7.7
Improved Water 4.6 6.6 4.1 4.3 4.6 4.4 3.9
School Lag 3.8 2.7 2.8 5.0 5.1 4.7 3.1
School Attendance 3.5 4.5 5.3 2.3 4.4 2.3 2.4
Underemployment 1.2 2.0 1.5 2.1 1.3 0.4 0.7
Access to Health Services 0.3 0.9 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2
Unemployment 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.1

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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6.5	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI by District and Area of Residence
As it relates to the incidence of poverty, Figure 7 below shows that among the rural areas in the country, Toledo rural 
had the highest incidence of poverty at 71.0 percent, while Belize rural was the least affected at 15.4 percent.

In urban areas, Toledo urban had the highest incidence of poverty at 17.1 percent, while the lowest incidence was 
observed in the Belize urban areas at 9.6 percent. 

The intensity of poverty among all areas within each district did not see a stark difference when compared to the 
incidence. The intensity of poverty, or the average deprivations experienced by the multidimensionally poor in the 
Toledo rural areas had the greatest intensity of poverty at 44.7 percent, while the Belize urban areas saw the least 
intensity of poverty at 32.7 percent (see Table 10). 

As for the MPI shown in Table 10, the Toledo rural areas had the highest MPI of 0.317 while the Belize urban areas 
had the lowest MPI of 0.031.

Figure 7: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by District and Area of Residence, Census 2022
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Table 10: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by District & Area of Residence, Census 2022

District Area MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Poor People

Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Corozal Urban 0.040 11.7 34.0 1,148 255 2.5%
Corozal Rural 0.161 42.2 38.2 14,965 3,261 8.9%
Orange Walk Urban 0.033 10.1 32.8 1,468 342 3.7%
Orange Walk Rural 0.131 36.2 36.3 14,320 3,170 10.0%
Belize Urban 0.031 9.6 32.7 7,593 1,714 20.0%
Belize Rural 0.056 15.4 36.2 5,252 1,273 8.6%
Cayo Urban 0.054 15.6 34.9 7,545 1,638 12.2%
Cayo Rural 0.118 31.8 37.2 16,102 3,451 12.7%
Stann Creek Urban 0.037 10.8 34.0 1,071 237 2.5%
Stann Creek Rural 0.118 31.9 37.1 11,633 2,524 9.2%
Toledo Urban 0.060 17.1 35.4 923 199 1.4%
Toledo Rural 0.317 71.0 44.7 23,807 5,207 8.4%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

6.6	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI by Municipality 
Belize has 10 municipalities, better known as towns or cities, namely, Corozal Town in the Corozal district, Orange 
Walk town in the Orange Walk district, Belize City and San Pedro in the Belize district, Belmopan City, Santa Elena, 
San Ignacio, and Benque Viejo Del Carmen in the Cayo district, Dangriga in the Stann Creek district, and Punta Gorda 
in the Toledo district. 

As Figure 8 below shows, Benque Viejo Del Carmen recorded the highest incidence of poverty at 23.7 percent 
followed by the capital of Belize, Belmopan at 18.7 percent, while San Ignacio had the lowest incidence of poverty 
at 9.0 percent.  

As Table 11 below shows, the intensity of multidimensional poverty between the municipalities does not see a stark 
difference when compared to the MPI and incidence. 

Table 11 below shows that Benque Viejo Del Carmen saw the greatest MPI of 0.08, incidence of poverty at 23.7 
percent, and intensity of poverty at 35.6 percent compared to all other municipalities. In contrast, San Ignacio had 
the lowest MPI of 0.03 and incidence of poverty at 9.0 percent, while San Pedro Town had the lowest intensity of 
poverty at 30.8 percent. 
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Figure 8: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Municipality, Census 2022
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Table 11: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Poverty by Municipality, Census 2022
Municipality MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 

Poor People
Number of 

Multidimensionally 
Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Benque Viejo 
Del Carmen

0.084 23.7 35.6 1,666 378 4.2%

Belmopan 0.066 18.7 35.3 3,867 828 12.3%
Punta Gorda 0.060 17.1 35.4 923 199 3.2%
Corozal Town 0.040 11.7 34.0 1,148 255 5.9%
Dangriga 0.037 10.8 34.0 1,071 237 5.9%
Santa Elena 0.036 10.6 33.5 912 179 5.1%
Orange Walk 
Town

0.033 10.1 32.8 1,468 342 8.7%

San Pedro 
Town

0.030 9.6 30.8 1,481 386 9.2%

Belize City 0.032 9.5 33.1 6,112 1,328 38.2%
San Ignacio 0.031 9.0 33.9 1,100 253 7.3%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	
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6.7	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI by City/Town/Village
As seen below, the following tables illustrate a further analysis of the MPI, incidence, and intensity at the city, town, 
or village (CTV) level in each district. 

Table 12: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Corozal District, Census 2022 

Table 12 shows that in the Corozal district, the 
MPI were highest in Neuland with 0.394, Little 
Belize with 0.392, and San Victor with 0.241. The 
CTVs with the lowest MPI were Corozal Town with 
0.040, Consejo at 0.049, and Altamira at 0.054. 

As for the incidence of poverty, Neuland also 
had the highest at 95.3 percent, followed by 
Little Belize at 93.2 percent, and San Victor with 
61.6 percent. The lowest incidences of poverty 
were observed in Corozal Town at 11.7 percent, 
followed by Consejo at 14.1 percent, and Altamira 
with 17.4 percent.  

The intensity of poverty varied less across CTVs in 
the Corozal district, with Little Belize recording the 
highest intensity at 42.1 percent, while Altamira 
had the lowest at 30.9 percent.

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Corozal Town 0.040 11.7 34.0
Altamira 0.054 17.4 30.9
Buena Vista 0.117 33.3 35.3
Calcutta 0.077 21.3 36.1
Caledonia 0.174 45.4 38.3
Carolina 0.100 28.1 35.7
Chan Chen 0.149 39.5 37.7
Chunox 0.157 44.2 35.6
Concepcion 0.161 43.7 36.9
Consejo 0.049 14.1 34.9
Copper Bank 0.167 45.8 36.5
Cristo Rey 0.127 36.0 35.3
Libertad 0.092 25.6 35.9
Little Belize 0.392 93.2 42.1
Louisville 0.106 29.4 36.1
Neuland 0.394 95.3 41.3
Paraiso 0.112 30.7 36.4
Patchakan 0.164 43.1 38.1
Progreso 0.181 47.3 38.3
Ranchito 0.100 26.5 37.6
San Andres 0.106 29.6 35.7
San Antonio 0.106 27.6 38.3
San Joaquin 0.088 24.8 35.4
San Narciso 0.135 36.5 37.0
San Pedro 0.117 34.4 34.0
San Roman 0.120 33.7 35.7
San Victor 0.241 61.6 39.1
Santa Clara 0.114 31.3 36.4
Sarteneja 0.106 29.7 35.5
Xaibe 0.160 41.1 38.9
Yo Chen 0.184 51.4 35.8
Other Corozal 0.125 31.3 40.0
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Table 13: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Orange Walk District, Census 2022
 
Table 13 shows that in the Orange Walk district, 
the MPI were highest in Indian Creek with 0.313, 
Shipyard with 0.289, and Santa Marta with 0.276. 
Conversely, the lowest MPI were in Orange Walk 
Town with 0.033, Blue Creek with 0.041, and 
both Trinidad and Yo Creek with an MPI of 0.057.

The incidence of poverty was highest in Indian 
Creek at 82.3 percent, followed by Shipyard at 
79.4 percent, and Santa Marta at 65.7 percent. 
The lowest incidences were observed in Orange 
Walk Town at 10.1 percent, Blue Creek at 12.8 
percent, and Trinidad with 16.5 percent.  

The intensity of poverty varied less across the 
CTVs in the Orange Walk district, but San Luis 
saw the greatest intensity of poverty at 42.7 
percent, while San Lazaro saw the least intensity 
of poverty at 31.7 percent.

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Orange Walk Town 0.033 10.1 32.8
August Pine Ridge 0.080 24.1 33.3
Blue Creek 0.041 12.8 32.2
Carmelita 0.128 35.3 36.3
Chan Pine Ridge 0.069 16.7 41.2
Douglas 0.190 51.4 36.9
Fire Burn 0.126 34.5 36.6
Guinea Grass 0.114 33.0 34.7
Indian Church 0.109 31.7 34.3
Indian Creek 0.313 82.3 38.1
Nuevo San Juan 0.114 29.9 38.1
San Antonio 0.134 38.7 34.6
San Carlos 0.135 41.6 32.5
San Estevan 0.085 23.7 35.6
San Felipe 0.118 33.9 35.0
San Jose 0.157 42.2 37.2
San Jose Palmar 0.066 18.7 35.6
San Lazaro 0.067 21.0 31.7
San Luis 0.259 60.8 42.7
San Pablo 0.151 38.8 39.0
San Roman 0.176 51.1 34.3
Santa Cruz 0.128 36.2 35.3
Santa Marta 0.276 65.7 42.0
Shipyard 0.289 79.4 36.4
Tower Hill 0.099 27.4 36.2
Trial Farm 0.079 21.9 36.1
Trinidad 0.057 16.5 34.4
Yo Creek 0.057 17.1 33.5
Other Orange Walk 0.153 37.5 40.7
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Table 14: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Belize District, Census 2022
 
Table 14 shows that in the Belize 
district, the MPI was highest in Green 
Hill Manatee with 0.477, Bird Walk with 
0.454, and Corozalito with 0.331. The 
CTVs with the lowest MPI were Western 
Paradise with 0.013, Caye Caulker with 
0.019, and Ladyville with an MPI of 
0.028.

As for the incidence of poverty, both 
Green Hill Manatee and Bird Walk also 
saw the greatest incidence of poverty at 
100.0 percent followed by Corozalito at 
78.7 percent. The CTVs with the lowest 
incidences of poverty were Western 
Paradise with an incidence of poverty at 
4.1 percent, Caye Caulker at 6.1 percent, 
and Ladyville at 7.9 percent.  

Green Hill Manatee saw the greatest 
intensity of poverty at 47.7 percent, 
while Caye Caulker saw the least 
intensity of poverty at 30.4 percent.

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 
Population and Housing Census

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Belize City 0.032 9.5 33.1
Bermudian Landing 0.061 17.1 35.9
Bird Walk 0.454 100.0 45.4
Biscayne 0.103 28.3 36.2
Bomba 0.141 44.3 31.9
Boston 0.075 23.7 31.7
Burrell Boom 0.043 11.8 36.3
Caye Caulker 0.019 6.1 30.4
Corozalito 0.331 78.7 42.1
Crooked Tree 0.086 23.8 36.0
Double Head Cabbage 0.082 21.4 38.4
Flowers Bank 0.114 32.0 35.7
Gales Point 0.055 17.6 31.3
Gardenia 0.103 28.4 36.3
Gracie Rock 0.132 31.1 42.5
Green Hill Manatee 0.477 100.0 47.7
Hattieville 0.052 15.5 33.3
Isabella Bank 0.089 21.5 41.2
La Democracia 0.097 29.7 32.7
Ladyville 0.028 7.9 35.0
Lemonal 0.087 28.0 30.9
Lords Bank 0.043 12.2 35.4
Lucky Strike 0.082 23.4 35.0
Mahogany Heights 0.045 12.3 36.6
Maskall 0.099 26.4 37.4
Rancho Dolores 0.029 9.5 30.6
Rockstone Pond 0.112 30.6 36.5
San Pedro Town 0.030 9.6 30.8
Sandhill 0.041 12.4 32.9
Santana 0.050 14.9 33.8
Scotland Halfmoon 0.092 25.3 36.4
St. Anns 0.069 19.1 36.0
St. Pauls Bank 0.088 22.7 38.9
Western Paradise 0.013 4.1 30.9
Willows Bank 0.094 29.3 32.1
Other Belize 0.178 44.7 39.8
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Table 15: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Cayo District, Census 2022
 

Table 15 shows that in the Cayo district, 
the MPI was highest in Springfield with 
0.456, Lower Barton Creek with 0.440, and 
New Holland with 0.424. The CTVs with the 
lowest MPI were San Ignacio with 0.031, 
Roaring Creek with 0.034, and Santa Elena 
with an MPI of 0.036.

As for the incidence of poverty, Springfield 
also saw the greatest incidence of poverty 
at 99.5 percent, followed by Lower Barton 
Creek at 97.4 percent, and New Holland 
at 92.5 percent. The CTVs with the lowest 
incidences of poverty were San Ignacio 
with an incidence of poverty at 9.0 percent, 
Roaring Creek at 10.4 percent, and Santa 
Elena at 10.6 percent.  

Both Springfield and New Holland saw the 
greatest intensity of poverty at 45.8 percent, 
while San Marcos saw the least intensity of 
poverty at 31.1 percent.

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 
Population and Housing Census

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Belmopan 0.066 18.7 35.3
Benque Viejo Del Carmen 0.084 23.7 35.6
San Ignacio 0.031 9.0 33.9
Santa Elena 0.036 10.6 33.5
Arenal 0.270 70.4 38.3
Armenia 0.201 51.9 38.6
Billy White 0.172 45.3 38.0
Blackman Eddy 0.104 28.7 36.2
Buena Vista 0.137 38.3 35.8
Bullet Tree Falls 0.068 18.5 36.7
Calla Creek 0.167 38.9 42.9
Camalote 0.111 30.0 36.9
Cotton Tree 0.153 39.8 38.4
Cristo Rey 0.080 23.5 33.9
Duck Run 1 0.162 45.6 35.5
Duck Run 2 0.074 21.3 34.9
Duck Run 3 0.164 44.5 36.9
El Progresso (7 Miles) 0.153 41.2 37.1
Esperanza 0.050 14.2 35.2
Franks Eddy 0.199 52.7 37.7
Georgeville 0.046 13.8 33.6
La Gracia 0.238 64.3 37.0
Los Tambos 0.164 46.5 35.2
Lower Barton Creek 0.440 97.4 45.2
More Tomorrow 0.150 39.6 38.0
New Holland 0.424 92.5 45.8
Ontario 0.065 20.7 31.3
Roaring Creek 0.034 10.4 32.9
San Antonio 0.119 33.6 35.4
San Jose Succotz 0.063 18.2 34.4
San Marcos 0.050 16.0 31.1
Santa Familia 0.071 20.5 34.8
Selena 0.063 16.9 37.2
Spanish Lookout 0.037 10.7 34.0
Springfield 0.456 99.5 45.8
St. Margaret 0.169 47.0 36.0
St. Mathews 0.100 27.1 36.9
Teakettle 0.117 32.1 36.6
Unitedville 0.086 23.7 36.2
Upper Barton Creek 0.320 79.5 40.3
Valley of Peace 0.173 45.2 38.1
Other Cayo 0.100 29.8 33.7
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Table 16: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Stann Creek District, Census 2022
 
Table 16 shows that in the Stann Creek 
district, the MPI was highest in Mountain 
Valley Community with 0.519, Red Bank 
with 0.271, and Santa Rosa with 0.238. 
The CTVs with the lowest MPI were 
Maya Beach with 0.002, Placencia with 
0.013, and Hope Creek with an MPI of 
0.022.

As for the incidence of poverty, 
Mountain Valley Community also saw 
the greatest incidence of poverty at 
100.0 percent, with Red Bank following 
at 69.3 percent, and South Stann Creek 
with 65.5 percent. The CTVs with the 
lowest incidences of poverty were Maya 
Beach with an incidence of poverty at 
0.7 percent, followed by Placencia at 
4.4 percent, and Hope Creek with 5.7 
percent.  

Mountain Valley Community recorded 
the highest intensity of poverty at 51.9 
percent, while Placencia had the lowest 
at 28.4 percent.

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Dangriga 0.037 10.8 34.0
Alta Vista 0.033 9.3 35.6
Cowpen 0.149 42.5 35.0
Georgetown 0.096 28.7 33.5
Hope Creek 0.022 5.7 39.1
Hopkins 0.024 7.4 32.6
Hummingbird Community 0.158 41.6 37.9
Independence 0.052 14.8 35.2
Kendal, Sanctuary Bay 0.079 21.1 37.7
Long Bank, Melinda Bank 0.096 29.1 33.0
Maya Beach 0.002 0.7 30.0
Maya Center 0.102 33.3 30.7
Maya Mopan 0.199 52.0 38.3
Middlesex 0.171 49.8 34.3
Mountain Valley Community 0.519 100.0 51.9
Mullins River 0.057 17.2 33.0
Placencia 0.013 4.4 28.4
Pomona 0.050 15.0 33.7
Red Bank 0.271 69.3 39.1
San Juan 0.055 17.9 30.9
San Roman 0.233 61.2 38.1
Santa Cruz 0.185 47.7 38.7
Santa Rosa 0.238 58.1 40.9
Sarawee 0.041 12.9 31.9
Seine Bight 0.095 28.9 33.1
Silk Grass 0.115 31.2 36.7
Sittee River 0.031 10.6 29.7
South Stann Creek 0.225 65.5 34.3
Steadfast 0.137 34.6 39.5
Valley Community 0.093 27.2 34.1
Other Stann Creek 0.099 32.1 31.0
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Table 17: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty for the Toledo District, Census 2022
 

City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity City/Town/Village MPI Incidence Intensity
Punta Gorda 0.060 17.1 35.4 Midway 0.412 92.2 44.7
Santa Elena 0.497 96.2 51.7 Monkey River 0.077 25.0 30.7
Aguacate 0.421 94.2 44.6 New Road Area 0.154 41.2 37.3
Barranco 0.207 54.2 38.1 Newland 0.469 100.0 46.9
Bella Vista 0.221 54.5 40.5 Otoxha 0.542 99.3 54.6
Big Falls 0.159 39.2 40.7 Pinehill 0.459 100.0 45.9
Bladen 0.371 83.8 44.3 Pueblo Viejo 0.393 89.1 44.1
Blue Creek 0.377 83.9 44.9 Roseville 0.442 100.0 44.2
Cattle Landing 0.055 14.2 39.1 San Antonio 0.299 69.9 42.8
Conejo Creek 0.486 99.6 48.8 San Benito Poite 0.470 91.6 51.3
Corazon 0.394 87.4 45.1 San Felipe 0.273 65.4 41.8
Crique Jute 0.277 69.2 40.0 San Isidro 0.324 72.8 44.6
Crique Sarco 0.419 92.6 45.2 San Jose 0.376 89.5 42.0
Dolores 0.530 99.5 53.3 San Lucas 0.576 98.2 58.6
Dump 0.163 35.8 45.6 San Marcos 0.367 78.6 46.7
Elridgeville 0.200 45.2 44.2 San Miguel 0.224 59.0 37.9
Forest Home 0.111 26.6 41.7 San Pablo 0.357 83.3 42.8
Golden Stream 0.406 92.7 43.8 San Pedro Columbia 0.237 56.9 41.6
Graham Creek 0.544 100.0 54.4 San Vicente 0.455 96.5 47.2
Hicatee 0.353 78.7 44.9 Santa Anna 0.285 71.7 39.7
Indian Creek 0.346 77.9 44.4 Santa Cruz 0.465 94.7 49.1
Jacintoville 0.173 46.9 36.9 Santa Teresa 0.437 92.5 47.3
Jalacte 0.527 99.8 52.7 Silver Creek 0.276 67.5 40.8
Jordan 0.409 92.0 44.5 Sunday Wood 0.503 97.9 51.4
Laguna 0.329 80.1 41.1 Tambran 0.494 94.7 52.1
Mabilha 0.491 97.3 50.5 Trio 0.336 74.7 45.0
Machakilha 0.514 96.5 53.3 Yemeri Grove 0.220 49.9 44.2
Mafredi 0.118 31.5 37.4 Other Toledo 0.284 64.1 44.4
Medina Bank 0.470 95.2 49.4

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

Table 17 shows that in the Toledo district, the MPI was highest in San Lucas with 0.576, Graham Creek with 0.544, 
and Otoxha with 0.542. The CTVs with the lowest MPI were Cattle Landing with 0.055, Punta Gorda with 0.060, and 
Monkey River with an MPI of 0.077.

As for the incidence of poverty, four CTVs saw the greatest incidence of poverty at 100.0 percent, namely, Graham 
Creek, Newland, Pinehill, and Roseville. The CTVs with the lowest incidences of poverty were Cattle Landing at 14.2 
percent, Punta Gorda at 17.1 percent, and Monkey River at 25.0 percent.

San Lucas saw the greatest intensity of poverty at 58.6 percent, while Monkey River saw the least intensity of poverty 
at 30.7 percent.



MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX REPORT

Belize Population and Housing Census | 2022 39

7.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
Figure 9 shows that persons under 15 years of age also had the highest incidence of poverty at 34.5 percent, meaning 
that over one-third of the individuals in this age group were experiencing multidimensional poverty. In contrast, 
persons 65 years or older had the lowest incidence of poverty at 18.5 percent. 

With respect to the MPI, Table 18 shows that at the national level, persons under 15 years of age had the highest MPI 
(0.135). Conversely, persons 65 years or older, had the lowest MPI (0.068). 

The intensity of poverty was highest for persons under 15 years of age, with poor individuals experiencing deprivations 
on average in 39.2 percent of the indicators. Conversely, the average deprivation among the poor was lowest for 
persons in the 55 to 64 age group and the 65 or older age group with an intensity of poverty at 37.0 percent for both 
groups.

Figure 9: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group, Census 2022
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Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census

Table 18: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group, Census 2022
Age Group MPI Incidence Intensity  Number of Poor 

People
Share of the 
Population

0-14yrs 0.135 34.5 39.2 40,989 29.9%
15-24yrs 0.111 29.0 38.1 21,994 19.1%
25-34yrs 0.084 22.7 37.1 14,161 15.7%
35-44yrs 0.084 22.1 37.8 11,400 13.0%
45-54yrs 0.076 20.5 37.3 7,996 9.8%
55-64yrs 0.070 18.8 37.0 5,153 6.9%
65 or more years 0.068 18.5 37.0 4,133 5.6%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  7 | Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group
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7.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group and Area of Residence
The incidence of poverty was higher among all age groups in the rural areas  compared to the urban areas. Figure 10 
below illustrates that the incidence of poverty was the highest among persons under 15 years of age for both urban 
and rural areas; 16.5 percent and 45.2 percent respectively. In contrast, persons aged 65 and older had the lowest 
incidence of poverty in urban areas at 6.7 percent, while persons ages 55 to 64 had the lowest incidence of poverty 
in rural areas at 28.4 percent.

Figure 10: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group and Area of Residence, Census 2022
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7.3	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group and District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by district of residence and age group in Figure 11, the Toledo district 
shows the highest incidence of multidimensional poverty in every age group. Within this district, persons under 15 
years of age had the largest incidence of poverty at 69.4 percent while those 55 to 64 years had the lowest at 55.4 
percent. In contrast, the Belize district recorded the lowest incidence of poverty among districts and age groups. 
However,  persons under 15 years of age had the highest incidence of poverty at 16.5 percent and persons 65 years 
or older having the lowest incidence of poverty at 5.5 percent in the Belize district.

Figure 11: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Age Group and District of Residence, Census 2022
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8.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As Figure 12 below indicates, male-headed households had a higher incidence of poverty at 29.2 percent compared 
to female which had an incidence of poverty at 21.2 percent. It is also important to note that there was a higher 
share of male-headed households (17,204) in 2022 in comparison to female-headed households (6,066) being 
multidimensionally poor as seen in Table 19.

Male-headed households had a slightly higher intensity of poverty at 38.8 percent, while female-headed households 
had an intensity of poverty at 36.6 percent. 

When it comes to the MPI as seen in Table 19, male-headed households also had a greater MPI at 0.113 when 
compared to female-headed households which had a lower MPI at 0.077. 

Figure 12: Incidence and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head, Census 2022
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Table 19: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head, Census 2022
HH Head Sex MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 

Multidimensionally 
Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Male 0.113 29.2 38.8 17,204 68.1%
Female 0.077 21.2 36.6 6,066 31.9%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  8 | Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head



MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX REPORT

Belize Population and Housing Census | 2022 43

8.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head and Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 13 below, the incidence of poverty was higher among male-headed households in rural areas at 
39.5 percent than among female-headed households in rural areas at 31.3 percent. As for urban areas, female-
headed households had the larger incidence of poverty at 13.0 percent, while male-headed households had a share 
of 10.9 percent. 

Figure 13: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head and Area of Residence, Census 2022
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8.3	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head and District of 
Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by the sex of the household head and district, it was observed that male-
headed households in five of the six districts namely, Corozal, Orange Walk, Cayo, Stann Creek, and the Toledo districts, 
represented the greater proportion of the population that experienced multidimensional poverty in comparison to 
female-headed households (see figure 14). The Belize district was the only district where there was a lower incidence 
of poverty for male-headed households in comparison to female-headed households.

Male-headed households in the Toledo district had the greatest incidence of poverty with 67.2 percent, in contrast 
to male-headed households located in the Belize district, which had the lowest at 10.2 percent. 

As for female-headed households, those households located in the Toledo district also had the highest incidence of 
poverty at 51.8 percent, while the incidence of poverty for female-headed households located in the Belize district 
again registered the lowest at 12.6 percent. 

Figure 14: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Sex of Household Head and District of Residence,
Census 2022
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9.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As Figure 15 shows, households headed by persons of Mayan descent had the highest incidence of poverty at 62.9 
percent. In contrast, the incidence was significantly lower among households headed by persons of Creole and 
Garifuna descent, at 11.3 percent and 12.3 percent respectively.

As it relates to the intensity seen in Table 20, the differences across households whose heads come from different 
ethnicities are modest. Households headed by persons of Mayan descent had the highest intensity of poverty at 43.2 
percent, while those headed by persons of Creole descent had the lowest at 33.9 percent. 

Similarly, households whose heads are of Mayan descent had the greatest MPI of 0.271 while household whose 
heads are of Creole descent had the lowest MPI of 0.038. 

Figure 15: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head, Census 2022
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Table 20: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head, Census 
2022

Ethnicity MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Creole 0.038 11.3 33.9 2,609 24.9%
Garifuna 0.042 12.3 34.1 507 4.6%
Mestizo/
Hispanic

0.092 25.4 36.2 12,023 51.1%

Other 0.152 38.4 39.7 2,028 7.6%
Maya 0.271 62.9 43.2 6,088 11.7%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  9 | Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head
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9.2	 Incidence by Ethnicity of Household Head and Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 16 below, the incidence of poverty, was higher among households whose heads are of Mayan 
descent located in rural areas at 68.6 percent compared to households whose heads are of Creole descent located 
in rural areas with an incidence of poverty at 15.1 percent. As for urban areas, household whose heads are of Mayan 
descent also had a larger incidence of poverty at 30.5 percent, while households whose heads are of Other descent 
had a share of 4.3 percent. 

Figure 16: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head and Area of Residence,
Census 2022
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9.3	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head and District of 
Residence
Households whose heads were of Mayan descent living in the Toledo district had the greatest incidence of poverty 
with 78.8 percent, compared to households whose heads were of Garifuna descent living in the Cayo district who 
recorded the lowest incidence at 5.0 percent. 

As seen in Figure 17 below, households whose heads were Creole experienced the highest incidence of poverty at 
22.7 percent in the Corozal district. In contrast, households whose heads were Creole in the Stann Creek district had 
the lowest incidence of poverty at 9.5 percent.

Similarly, households whose heads were of Garifuna descent were also the most affected in the Corozal district with 
an incidence of poverty at 19.1 percent compared to households whose head was of Garifuna descent in the Cayo 
district which had an incidence of poverty at 5.0 percent. 

As previously noted, multidimensional poverty among households headed by persons of Mayan descent was highest 
in the Toledo district at 78.8 percent, whereas the lowest rate was observed in the Belize district at 17.6 percent. For 
households whose heads were of Mestizo/Hispanic descent, the highest incidence of poverty stood at 43.0 percent 
in the Toledo district, while the lowest incidence of poverty for similar households located in the Belize district stood 
at 11.8 percent. 
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Figure 17 also highlights the incidence of poverty for households whose heads were of any other ethnicity, including 
Mennonite, East Indian, and others present in Belize. Among these groups, those in the Corozal district were the most 
affected by multidimensional poverty with an incidence of poverty at 65.6 percent, followed by those households in 
the Orange Walk district which had an incidence of poverty at 63.8 percent. Similar households located in the Stann 
Creek district had the lowest incidence of poverty at 11.1 percent followed closely by those households located in 
the Belize district which had an incidence of poverty at 11.2 percent. 

Figure 17: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Ethnicity of Household Head and District of Residence, 
Census 2022
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10.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As Figure 18 below depicts, members of households whose heads had no education had a greater incidence of 
poverty at 52.5 percent in comparison to households whose heads completed a tertiary level of education with 
an incidence of poverty at 2.9 percent. As it relates to the intensity of poverty seen in Table 21, differences across 
education levels are moderate. Households headed by persons with no education, recorded the highest intensity of 
poverty at 40.4 percent, while those headed by persons with tertiary education had the lowest intensity of poverty 
at 32.1 percent. 

When it comes to the MPI as seen in Table 21, households whose heads had no education had a greater MPI equal 
to 0.212 when compared to households whose heads completed a tertiary level education with an MPI of 0.009.

Figure 18: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head, Census 2022
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Table 21: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head, 
Census 2022

Education MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

None 0.212 52.5 40.4         10,165 21.6%
Primary 0.111 29.7 37.2         10,724 43.0%
Secondary 0.034 10.1 33.7           1,991 21.5%
Tertiary 0.009 2.9 32.1              343 13.9%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  10 | Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of the Household Head
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10.2	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head and Area 
of Residence
As seen in Figure 19 below, the incidence of poverty was higher for households whose heads had no education 
located in rural areas at 59.3 percent compared to households whose heads completed a tertiary level education 
located in rural areas with an incidence of poverty equal to 5.0 percent. For urban areas, households whose heads 
had no education experienced a higher incidence of poverty at 32.5 percent, compared to households whose heads 
had a tertiary level of education, which recorded a multidimensional poverty incidence of 1.5 percent. 

Figure 19: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head and Area of Residence, 
Census 2022
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10.3	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head and 
District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by the education level of the household head and district, Figure 20 shows 
that households whose heads had no education was the group that was most affected by multidimensional poverty 
in all districts. Households whose heads had no education and were living in the Toledo district had the greatest 
incidence of poverty at 83.5. In contrast no household whose head completed some other level of education living in 
the Cayo district were multidimensionally poor. 

Figure 20: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Education Level of Household Head and District of 
Residence, Census 2022
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11.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As Figure 21 below indicates, households whose heads were ‘Underemployed’ had a greater incidence of poverty at 
49.9 percent in comparison to households whose heads were ‘Employed’ (25.7 percent). 

As it relates to the intensity of poverty, there is no notable variation based on the economic status of the household 
head (see Table 22). When it comes to the MPI, households whose heads were ‘Underemployed’ had a greater MPI 
equal to 0.200 when compared to households whose heads were ‘Employed’ which had a lower MPI of 0.097.

Figure 21: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head, Census 2022
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Table 22: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head, 
Census 2022

Employment 
Status

MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Employed 0.097 25.7 37.9            15,279 70.3%
Outside labour 
force

0.102 26.5 38.6               6,360 26.4%

Unemployed 0.155 41.2 37.6                   220 0.5%
Underemployed 0.200 49.9 40.0               1,404 2.8%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  11 | Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head
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11.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head and 
Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 22 below, the incidence of poverty was higher for households whose heads were ‘Underemployed’ 
and located in rural areas (59.6 percent) compared to households whose heads were ‘Employed’ and located in 
rural areas with an incidence of poverty at 36.2 percent. As for urban areas, households whose heads were 
’Underemployed’ also had a larger incidence of poverty at 36.3 percent, while households whose heads were 
employed had an incidence equal to 10.3 percent. 

Figure 22: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head and Area of 
Residence, Census 2022
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11.3	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head and 
District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by the employment status of the household head and district, in Figure 
23, it was observed that households whose heads were ‘Unemployed’ and ‘Underemployed’ in all districts presented 
the largest incidence of multidimensional poverty in comparison to households whose heads were ‘Employed’ and 
‘Outside of the labour force’. Households whose heads were ‘Underemployed’ in the Toledo district had the largest 
incidence of multidimensional poverty at 77.4 percent, in contrast to households whose heads were ‘Employed’ 
living in the Belize district with an incidence of poverty of 9.6 percent. 

Figure 23: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Employment Status of Household Head and District of 
Residence, Census 2022
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12.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As seen in Figure 24 below, the incidence of poverty was significantly higher among households with at least one 
member with a disability (35.4 percent) compared to those without (25.7 percent).  However, the intensity of poverty, 
or the average share of deprivations experienced among the multidimensionally poor, was relatively similar across 
both groups, at 39.0 percent for households with members with disabilities and 38.1 percent for those without. 

As it relates to the MPI, Table 23 indicates that households with members with disabilities had a greater MPI equal to 
0.138 in comparison to households without members with disabilities with an MPI equal to 0.098.

Figure 24: Incidence and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with or without Members with 
Disabilities, Census 2022
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Table 23: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with or without Members 
with Disabilities, Census 2022

Disability MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Household with no 
disabled person

0.098 25.7 38.1            20,280 90.1%

Household with at least 
one disabled person

0.138 35.4 39.0               2,917 9.8%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  12 | Multidimensional Poverty by Households with and without Members with Disabilities
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12.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with Members with Disabilities 
and Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 25 below, the incidence of multidimensional poverty was higher for households with members with 
disabilities located in rural areas at 45.0 percent compared to households without members with disabilities living 
in rural areas (36.5 percent). As for the urban areas, households with members with disabilities also had a larger 
incidence of poverty at 18.5 percent, while households without members with disabilities had an incidence equal to 
11.1 percent. 

Figure 25: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with and without Members with Disabilities 
Area of Residence, Census 2022
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12.3	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with and without Members with 
Disabilities and District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by households with or without members with disabilities and district of 
residence, in Figure 26, it was observed that household with members with disabilities in all districts experienced 
high levels of poverty  compared to households without members with disabilities. Households with members 
with disabilities located in the Toledo district had the greatest incidence of poverty at 74.5 percent, in contrast to 
households with members with disabilities located in the Belize district, whose incidence of poverty was equal to 
18.7 percent. Figure 26 below also indicates that the incidence of poverty is higher for households without members 
with disabilities located in the Toledo district with an incidence of poverty equal to 62.5 percent in comparison to 
households without members with disabilities living in the Belize district with an incidence of poverty equal to 10.7 
percent.

Figure 26: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Households with and without Members with Disabilities 
and District of Residence, Census 2022
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13.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As seen in Figure 27 below, the incidence of poverty, or the share of multidimensionally poor persons, is much higher 
for households with at least one foreign-born person with a rate of 35.3 percent in comparison to Belizean-born 
households which had an incidence of poverty at 23.4 percent. 

Figure 27 further illustrates that the intensity of poverty varies only slightly between households with at least one 
foreign-born member and those composed entirely of Belizean-born individuals. The average share of deprivations 
among the multidimensionally poor was 39.8 percent for the former and 37.3 percent for the latter.

As it relates to the MPI, Table 24 indicates that households with at least one foreign-born person had a greater MPI 
of 0.141 in comparison to Belizean-born households with an index of 0.087.

Figure 27: Incidence and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born Households, 
Census 2022
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Table 24: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born 
Households, Census 2022

Belizean/
Foreign-Born

MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 
Multidimensionally 

Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

Belizean 
Household

0.087 23.4 37.3 14,830 72.6%

Foreign-Born 
Household

0.141 35.3 39.8 8,422 27.2%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  13 | Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born Households
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13.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born Households 
and Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 28 below, the incidence of poverty, or the share of multidimensionally poor persons, is higher for 
households with at least one foreign-born person located in rural areas at 46.3 percent compared to Belizean-born 
households in rural areas with an incidence of poverty at 33.9 percent. As for urban areas, households with at least 
one foreign-born person also had a larger incidence of poverty at 17.8 percent, while Belizean-born households had 
a share of 9.8 percent. 

Figure 28: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born Households and Area of 
Residence, Census 2022
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13.3	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born households 
and District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by households with or without foreign-born persons and district of residence, 
in Figure 29, it was observed that households with at least one foreign-born person in most districts presented the 
largest proportion of the population that experienced multidimensional poverty in Belize. It is important to note that 
the Corozal district is the only district where households with at least one foreign-born person had a lower incidence 
of multidimensional poverty in comparison to Belizean-born households.  Households with at least one foreign-born 
person located in the Toledo district had the largest incidence of poverty with 70.9 percent. In contrast, households 
with at least one foreign-born person located in the Belize district had an incidence equal to 14.6 percent. Figure 29 
below also indicates that the incidence of poverty was also higher for Belizean-born households located in the Toledo 
district with an incidence of poverty at 59.3 percent in comparison to Belizean-born households located in the Belize 
district with an incidence of poverty at 10.5 percent.

Figure 29: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Belizean-Born and Foreign-Born Households and District of 
Residence, Census 2022
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14.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As seen in Figure 30 below, the incidence of poverty is much higher for households with 7 members or more with 
a rate of 50.1 percent in comparison to households with 4 to 6 members which had an incidence of poverty at 25.4 
percent and households with 3 members or less which had an incidence of poverty at 14.7 percent. Also shown in 
Figure 30 below, the intensity of poverty is related to the size of the household, indeed households with 7 or more 
members had an intensity equal to 41.2 percent, which was larger than the one of households with 4 to 6 members 
(37.4 percent), and 34.5 percent for households with 3 members or less.

As it relates to the MPI, Table 25 indicates that households with 7 members or more had the largest MPI equal to 
0.206 in contrast to households with 4 to 6 members which had an index of 0.095 followed by households with 3 
members or less which had the lowest index of 0.051.

Figure 30: Incidence and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size, Census 2022
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Table 25: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Poverty by Household Size, Census 2022
Household Size MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 

Multidimensionally 
Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

3 members or less 0.051 14.7 34.5 8,246 33.2%
4-6 members 0.095 25.4 37.4 10,676 55.2%
7 members or more 0.206 50.1 41.2 4,349 11.6%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  14 | Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size
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14.2	 Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size and Area of Residence
As seen in Figure 31 below, the incidence of poverty was much higher for households with 7 or more members 
located in rural areas at 60.6 percent in contrast to households with 4 to 6 members which had an incidence of 
poverty at 35.3 percent followed by households with 3 members or less which had an incidence of poverty at 23.2 
percent. In urban areas, households with seven or more members had a notably higher incidence of poverty at 28.0 
percent. By comparison, poverty affected 11.6 percent of households with four to six members, and 5.7 percent of 
those with three members or fewer. 

Figure 31: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size and Area of Residence, Census 2022
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14.3	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size and District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by household size and district of residence, in Figure 32, it was observed 
that households with 7 or more members in all districts presented the largest incidence of multidimensional poverty 
in comparison to households with less than 7 members. 

Households with 7 members or more located in the Toledo district had the largest incidence of poverty with 84.6 
percent of the population in this group living in poverty, in contrast to households with 7 or more members located 
in the Belize district with an incidence of 27.5 percent. 

Figure 32 further shows that the incidence of poverty was higher for households with 4 to 6 members located in the 
Toledo district ( 60.9 percent) in comparison to the same household size located in the Belize district (11.1 percent). 
In addition, the incidence of poverty was the lowest for households with 3 members or less located in the Toledo 
district which had an incidence of poverty at 47.0 percent in comparison to the same household size located in the 
Belize district with an incidence of poverty at 5.6 percent.

Figure 32: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Size and District of Residence, Census 2022
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15.1	 Incidence, Intensity & MPI
As shown in Figure 33, the incidence of poverty was highest among households with children (31.1 percent). This was 
followed by households with at least one member aged 65 or older (21.8 percent), single-person households (13.1 
percent), and households without children (10.6 percent).

Figure 33 also showed that there was little variation in the intensity of poverty for the various household compositions. 
The intensity of poverty, or the average deprivations experienced by those multidimensionally poor, stood at 38.6 
percent for households with children, 37.9 percent for households with persons 65 years or older, 32.7 percent for 
single-person households, and 33.8 percent for households without children.

As it relates to the MPI, Table 26 indicates that households with children had a greater MPI  (0.120) in contrast to 
households with persons 65 years or older which had an index of 0.083, along with single-person households which 
had an index of 0.043, and households without children which had an index of 0.036.

Figure 33: Incidence and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition, Census 2022
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Table 26: MPI, Incidence, and Intensity of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition, Census 2022
Household Composition MPI Incidence Intensity Number of 

Multidimensionally 
Poor Households

Share of the 
Population

HH with children 0.120 31.1 38.6 16,374 69.8%
HH with persons 65 or older 0.083 21.8 37.9 3,311 14.5%
Single Person 0.043 13.1 32.7 1,528 2.9%
HH without children 0.036 10.6 33.8 2,057 12.8%

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census	

  15 | Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition
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15.2	  Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition and Area of 
Residence
As shown in Figure 34, households with children living in rural areas had the highest incidence of poverty at 41.6 
percent. This was followed by households with persons aged 65 or older at 33.0 percent, single-person households 
at 21.2 percent, and households without children at 17.7 percent.

In urban areas, the incidence of poverty was also highest among households with children, at 14.6 percent. 
Households with persons 65 years or older accounted for 9.4 percent, followed by single-person households at 5.8 
percent, and households without children at 4.0 percent. 

Figure 34: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition and Area of Residence,
Census 2022
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15.3	  Incidence by Household Composition and District of Residence
When examining the incidence of poverty by household size and district of residence, in Figure 35, it was observed 
that households with children in all districts represented the greatest proportion of the population that experienced 
multidimensional poverty in comparison to other household compositions.

Households with children located in the Toledo district had the greatest incidence of poverty with 66.9 percent, in 
contrast to households with children located in the Belize district at 14.3 percent. 

Figure 35 also indicates that the incidence of poverty was higher for households with persons 65 years or older 
located in the Toledo district with an incidence of poverty at 62.7 percent in comparison to the same household 
composition located in the Belize district with an incidence of poverty at 7.8 percent.

Further, households without children located in the Toledo district had the highest incidence of poverty at 38.5 
percent in comparison to the same household composition located in the Belize district which had an incidence of 
poverty at 3.9 percent. Lastly, the incidence of poverty for single-person households located in the Toledo district was 
higher with an incidence of poverty at 30.1 percent in comparison to the same household composition located in the 
Belize district with an incidence of poverty at 8.0 percent.

Figure 35: Incidence of Multidimensional Poverty by Household Composition and District of Residence,
Census 2022
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Figure 36: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Census 2022

 
Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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 Figure 37: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Corozal, Census 2022
 

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Figure 38: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Orange Walk, Census 2022

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Figure 39: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Belize, Census 2022

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Figure 40: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Cayo, Census 2022

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Figure 41: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Stann Creek, Census 2022

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Figure 42: Map of Multidimensional Poverty Incidence by Area, Toledo, Census 2022

Source: Statistical Institute of Belize, 2022 Population and Housing Census
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Belize’s national MPI report was produced to better monitor poverty with the hope of eradicating poverty along with 
the use of monetary poverty measures. Specific poverty alleviation programs may be implemented with the use of 
the MPI to target the most deprived groups of the population. The MPI may be employed to monitor both local and 
international poverty interventions, specifically the SDG Target 1.2 to “By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion 
of men, women, and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions,” 
(2015).

A person is considered multidimensionally poor if their overall deprivation score across all indicators is 0.25 
or higher. This threshold typically reflects deprivations in at least one dimension or in multiple indicators spread 
across dimensions—such as four or more indicators out of the seventeen measured. If a household is classified as 
multidimensionally poor, all its members are considered multidimensionally poor as well.

In 2022, as it relates to the incidence of poverty, 26.6 percent of the population was estimated to be multidimensionally 
poor. The intensity of poverty, better known as the average deprivations, experienced by the multidimensionally 
poor and deprived, stood at 38.2 percent. The MPI, which is calculated as the incidence multiplied by the intensity 
of poverty, was 0.102 in 2022. A total of 105,826 persons among 23,270 households were estimated to be 
multidimensionally poor in 2022. 

Among the seventeen indicators used to measure multidimensional poverty, the highest levels of deprivation were 
observed in ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ (64.8%), ‘Dependency’ (41.5%), and ‘Informal Employment’ (38.8%). In 
contrast, the lowest levels of deprivation were recorded for ‘Access to Health Services’ (0.7%) and ‘Unemployment’ 
(1.0%). These figures represent the uncensored headcount ratio, which reflects the percentage of the population 
deprived in each indicator, regardless of whether they are considered multidimensionally poor. When considering 
the censored headcount ratio, which shows the share of the population both deprived in a specific indicator and 
multidimensionally poor. was highest for ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ (25.5%), and lowest for ‘Unemployment’ (0.4%).

The indicator with the greatest contribution to the MPI was ‘Access to Internet and ICT’ with a percentage contribution 
of 15.7 percent while ‘Unemployment’ made the least contribution with a percentage contribution of 0.2 percent. 
When the indicators are aggregated into respective dimensions, it is noted that the ‘Education and Living Standards’ 
dimension had the largest contribution to the MPI with an equal share of 28.7 percent, while the dimensions 
‘Employment’ and ‘Health’ had shares of 22.6 percent and 20.0 percent, respectively. The indicator that contributed 
the most to the ‘Education’ dimension of the MPI was ‘Access to Internet and ICT’, accounting for 15.7 percent. This 
was not only the greatest contribution within the ‘Education’ dimension, but also the largest contributor to the 
national MPI overall. In the ‘Living Standards’ dimension, the second largest contributor to the MPI, the indicator 
with the highest percentage contribution was ‘Asset Ownership’ with 8.9 percent. Although this was not the second-
highest contributing indicator to the overall national MPI, when combined with the contribution from ‘Overcrowding’ 
(8.8 percent), these two indicators made ‘Living Standards’ the other most contributing dimension to the national 
MPI.
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19.1	 Appendix A: Belize Population and Housing Census 2022 Household Questionnaire
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19.2	 Appendix B: Belize Population and Housing Census 2022 Individual Questionnaire
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