
Key Elements of Maternal & Newborn Health

Timing of First Antenatal Care Visit

Belize

2024

Maternal & Newborn Health

Maternal & Newborn Health Cascade by Area

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended during their last pregnancy that led to a live birth at least once by 

skilled health personnel or at least four times by any provider, who were attended by skilled health personnel during their most recent live birth (SDG 3.1.2), 

whose most recent live birth was delivered in a health facility, who received a health check while in facility or at home following delivery, or a post-natal care 

visit within 2 days after delivery of their most recent live and percentage of last live births in the last 2 years who received a health check while in facility or at 

home following delivery, or a post-natal care visit within 2 days after delivery, by area

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended during their last pregnancy that led to a live birth at least 

once by skilled health personnel, by the timing of first ANC visit
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Coverage of Antenatal Care by Various Characteristics

Reading & Numeracy Skills Data in 

MICS

Coverage of Skilled Attendance at Birth & Institutional Delivery by Area

Skilled Attendance at Birth
Institutional Delivery

Area

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended during their last pregnancy that led to a live birth at least once by skilled health 

personnel or at least four times by any provider

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years who were attended by skilled health personnel during their most recent live birth 

and percentage whose most recent live birth was delivered in a health facility (institutional delivery) by area
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Caesarian Section by Various Characteristics

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with a live birth in the last 2 years whose most recent live birth was delivered by caesarean section by various characteristics

40

47

36

27

40 40

53 55

29

43

0

35

42

Total Urban Rural Poorest Second Middle Fourth Richest <20

years

20-34

years

None Primary Secondary

P
e

rc
e

n
t

Area Wealth Quintile Maternal Age Maternal Education

Regional Data on Maternal and Newborn Cascade

Region 

ANC: At least 1 visit 

(skilled provider)

ANC: At least 4 

visits (any provider)

Skilled Attendance 

at Birth

Institutional Delivery Postnatal Care for 

Mother <2 days

National 3.6 76.4 98.5 95.3 38

Corozal 6.3 85.9 98.3 98.3 32

Orange Walk 5.0 75.3 96.7 90.6 33

Belize North
6.0 75.0 96.8 91.7

45

Belize South
(0.0)* (85.9)* (100.0)* (100.0)*

34

Cayo
2.8 79.6 98.8 94.6

33

Stann Creek
1.3 60.7 100.0 97.3

45

Toledo
1.7 68.8 100.0 98.8

33

For indicator definitions, see earlier charts
* Values in parentheses indicate findings based on 25–49 unweighted cases

Reading & Numeracy Skills Data in MICS

• The Foundational Learning module adopts 

a direct assessment method for children’s 

early learning in reading and mathematics 

at the level of Grade 2 in primary 

education. This contributes to SDG4.1.1.(a) 

Global Indicator. 

• For the Foundational Learning module, one 

child age 7 to 14 (inclusively) is randomly 

selected in each household.   

• The content of reading assessment is 

customized in each country, ensuring that 

the  vocabulary used are part of the Grade 

2 reading textbook. This ensures national 

question relevance in terms of vocabulary 

and cultural appropriateness). The 

questions on mathematics are based on 

universal skills needed for that grade level. 

• As MICS also collects data on school 

attendance and numerous individual and 

household characteristics, such as 

location, household socio-economic status, 

and ethnicity, the most marginalized sub-

populations of children can be identified 

for support to improve learning outcomes. 

Key Messages

• Caesarian section rates are higher 

among urban, wealthier, and more 

educated women.

• National skilled birth attendance: 98.5%; 

institutional delivery: 95.3%.

• ANC (4+ visits) coverage nationally: 

76.4%.

• Postnatal care within 2 days: 38% 

nationally.

• Belize South, Stann Creek, and Toledo: 

100% skilled birth attendance.

• Corozal and Belize South lead in ANC (4+ 

visits): 85.9%.

• Postnatal care highest in Belize North 

and Stann Creek: 45%.

• ANC (1+ skilled visits) lowest in Stann 

Creek (1.3%) and Toledo (1.7%).

• Regional disparities highlight need for 

targeted maternal health interventions.

The Belize Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 

(MICS) was carried out in 2024 by the 

Statistical Institute of Belize as part of the 

global MICS programme. Technical support 

was provided by the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNICEF, and the 

Government of Belize provided financial 

support.

The objective of this snapshot is to 

disseminate selected findings from the 

Belize MICS7, 2024 related to Maternal 

and Newborn Health. Data from this 

snapshot can be found in tables TM.4.1, 

TM.4.2, TM.4.3, TM.5.1, TM.6.1, and 

TM.6.2 in the Survey Findings Report.

Further statistical snapshots and the 

Survey Findings Report for this and other 

surveys are available on 

mics.unicef.org/surveys.
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