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Statistical Institute of Belize and Inter-American Development Bank sponsor third workshop to 
enhance the National Statistical System

The Statistical Institute of Belize (SIB) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) on August 10, 2017 
conducted the third in a series of three workshops, as part of a joint initiative titled “Support to Improving the 
National Statistical System in Belize (NSS).” The workshops were designed to support the SIB in developing the 
appropriate mechanisms for the establishment of a NSS Coordination Committee and the technical coordination 
committees needed to create a list of development indicators that fully align to the needs of the Government’s 
Growth and Sustainability Development Strategy – the GSDS. 

The first two workshops provided sensitization to key stakeholders, allowed for the establishment of a consensus 
on a common set of classifiers and definitions, and identified a list of indicators that will be used to monitor the 
GSDS, report on the progress of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and to provide the indicators that will 
be the initial focus for establishment of the National Statistical System. This final workshop allowed for a revision 
of a National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) to support the NSS and agree on the strategies 
moving forward for the improved coverage and delivery of official statistics in Belize.  

Participants included SIB staff, and officials from 25 agencies that collect and use national statistics, including 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Belize Tourism Board, Central Bank of Belize, Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Health, 
Social Security Board, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Immigration, Directorate of Foreign Trade, the 
Customs and Excise Department, Belize Chamber of Commerce and Industry; and private sector participants.

The workshops, facilitated by former Director General of the Statistical Institute of Jamaica Ms. Sonia Jackson, 
were the second phase of a three-part program funded by the IDB to support the SIB’s work to strengthen the 
National Statistical System. The first phase was an initial self-assessment exercise called the Tool for Assessing 
Statistical Capacity (TASC) which highlighted particular areas of strength as well as deficiencies within the SIB 
and the NSS as a whole. 

In the third phase, the IDB will be working with both the SIB and the University of Belize to put in place training 
and education programs in statistics to meet the needs of the country’s National Statistical System in the future 
– thereby, ensuring that the capacity will exist within the NSS to provide the necessary monitoring and evaluation 
support for the effective implementation of Belize’s Growth and Sustainable Development Strategy.

The IDB is committed to continue working with the SIB to improve Belize’s National Statistical System so as to 
provide accurate, timely and relevant information to strengthen Belize’s capacity to achieve economic growth and 
sustainable development.


