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The Board of Directors of the Statistical Institute of Belize is tasked with the critical 
responsibility of providing guidance and support to the organization and its staff. 
It maintains an overall supervisory role in the production and approval of business 
plans along with coordinating the resolution of conflicts. It also functions in an 
advisory capacity in the production and dissemination of official statistics. These 
fundamental attributes allow the SIB considerable latitude and independence in 
the performance of its duties, which are qualities recognized as major strengths of 
the Institute across the CARICOM region.

Non-interference with the everyday activities of the SIB has been a driving policy 
of the Board over the past years. SIB has a dedicated team of professionals who 
have consistently demonstrated competence in the effective running of the 
Institute even in times of adversity. Indeed, the SIB is fast becoming a centre of 
excellence in Information Technology, Survey Design and Implementation, and in 
Data Dissemination.  

The SIB has the full support of the Board in the execution of its various projects, which include the modernization 
of the workflow of the SIB, design and implementation of a National Statistics System (NSS), as well as the 
Census 2020. A corporate headquarters for the SIB and added financing to increase staff capacity are two areas 
the Board recognizes can be of most help to the modernization of the Institute.  While these were not realized 
in 2017/2018, there is optimism for next year.

Belize does not currently have a Data Protection Act for the control and protection of personal information 
collected through administrative activities across the nation. Such legislation was surely missed over the past 
year as sharing of personal information between the SIB and members of the NSS was curtailed because of the 
confidentiality constraints placed on data sharing by the SIB Act. The strengthening of the SIB Act to facilitate 
the transfer of personal information between selected NSS agencies, and the creation of an SIB Data Portal 
to facilitate secure data sharing across the NSS would drive the Measurement and Evaluation functions as 
specified in the Growth and Sustainable Development Strategy, and would be major accomplishments through 
the upcoming year.

A self-assessment activity of the SIB was conducted in 2016 and another will be done after the 2020 census.  
Given the projects that were undertaken over the past year and those expected in the next few years it is firmly 
believed that revolutionary improvements will be manifested in the next institutional audit and this gives a great 
sense of optimism and hope for the future.

Aaron Paul Lewis Ph.D., M.B.E.
Chairman, Board of Directors
Statistical Institute of Belize

chairMan’s Message



4

AnnuAl RepoRt   |   2017-18        •        StatiStical inStitute of Belize

The Statistical Institute of Belize (SIB) has on its agenda the conduct of three 
major projects over the next few years.  In the lead, the project to modernize 
the Institute is an over-arching one and pervades all the activities of the 
other projects. A National Statistics System is slowly being implemented 
and we expect that this undertaking will provide long-lasting benefits to the 
everyday activities of the Institute.  By far the most urgent project, however, 
is the conduct of the next Population and Housing Census scheduled for 
May 2020.  

This census is planned to be like none other in the history of Belize.  
Ultimately, the census is about people: where they are located, how 
many there are, how they live, what is the age distribution, where are 
the vulnerable populations. These are some of the issues to be addressed 
by the census which will empower policy decisions in the redistricting of 
schools, hospitals, electoral and voting divisions and in civil partitioning to 

update urban divisions. The plans and decisions of providers of social services and advocacy agencies will also 
be informed by the data to be collected. Indeed, the areas of labour, insurance, education, health, gender and 
poverty to name a few will all be subjects for consideration. 

There are a few crucial updates to the methodology to be used in the conduct of the census which will allow access 
to the expanded scope of results. We are planning for a fieldwork exercise of two months and all innovations 
in methodology are geared towards this end. A vigorous public relations campaign, including the launching of 
the census in October 2018, seeks to ensure the participation and cooperation of the entire Belize population 
in the census exercise. All dwellings will be assigned geographic locations to assist enumerators in the field but, 
more importantly, to allow the linkage of statistics with geography thus providing information at a detailed level 
never before possible. Paper questionnaires will no longer be used in the field and teams of SIB personnel will 
collect information across the country using computer tablets. These tablets do not merely replace paper but 
represent a redesign of the entire fieldwork and quality control apparatus of the census exercise. All computer 
applications for the control of quality and the integration of payroll and human resources into a coherent system 
are designed and built at the SIB and represent a significant advancement in the technical capabilities of the 
Institute.  

Planning for the Census 2020 began in 2016 and SIB is now moving ever more closely to the execution phase of 
the exercise. Indeed, some aspects are already being implemented but 2019 will see a single-minded attention 
to the details of the census and its conduct in May 2020.

Leopold L. Perriott Ph.D.
Director General
Statistical Institute of Belize

director-general’s Message
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The Economic Statistics department is charged with the 
responsibility of producing some of the Statistical Institute 
of Belize’s core and most frequently used statistics. These 
include quarterly and annual Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), monthly External Trade, and monthly Consumer 
Price Index statistics. During the year in review, the 
department maintained its published schedule of releases 
and participated in all four quarterly press conferences 
given by the Institute. In addition, it made considerable 
progress in efforts to improve the SIB’s national accounts 
program, through its work on the Supply and Use Tables 
(SUTs) and Statistical Business Register.

NatioNal accouNts
With national accounts being a major priority area for 
the SIB, the department underwent some restructuring 
during the year. A National Accounts Unit was created 
within the Economic Statistics department, headed by 
the Statistician I, whose primary focus for the year was 
advancing the department’s work on the SUTs. In addition 
to the Statistician II responsible for GDP compilation, 
the unit also included an Assistant Statistician II, a new 
addition to the department. 

Through a sustained program of outreach to key private 
sector entities, financial data for feeding into the SUTs was 
obtained from several establishments and industries. In a 
major development for the department, a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) was signed with the Income Tax 
Department, giving the Institute much needed access to 
business financial records for the purpose of extracting 
data to populate the SUTs in the first instance, and as an 
input into national accounts estimates on an annual basis 
thereafter. During the year in review, continued support 
was received from Statistics Canada (StatCan) through 
its Project for the Regional Advancement of Statistics in 
the Caribbean (PRASC). This support included regular 
conference calls and multiple missions in which SIB staff 
along with StatCan national accounts specialists did the 
hands-on work of estimating industry structures and 
populating the SUTs. 

PRASC also continued to provide technical assistance 
in the construction of a new Business Register based on 
administrative data sources. Progress with this activity 
was somewhat constrained by the fact that discussions 
to finalize an MOU between the SIB and the agency 
identified to be the main source of data to populate the 
Business Register took longer than expected. Nonetheless, 
the department maintained regular communication with 
StatCan and, along with the SDDP department, began to 
design a Business Register application. Finally, with PRASC 
support, a second meeting of the Belize National Accounts 
Advisory Committee was convened, during which the 
Institute updated members on the progress of its national 

accounts improvement efforts and re-emphasized the 
need for access to administrative data, both for its regular 
GDP compilation as well as for other new initiatives such 
as the SUTs and Business Register.

Gross Domestic ProDuct, coNsumer Price 
iNDex, aND exterNal traDe
As per the SIB’s published Advance Release Calendar, 
the department produced and published all regularly 
scheduled statistical releases including four quarterly 
GDP reports, and twelve monthly CPI releases and 
External Trade Bulletins. The staff participated in all four 
press conferences for the year and made several media 
appearances, further building public awareness of the 
Institute’s core economic indicators and allowing for more 
in-depth discussions on these statistics.

other surveys
During the year, the department was actively engaged 
along with the staff of the Census and Surveys department 
in the preparations for the Household Budget Survey (HBS) 
2018-19. Statisticians participated in the development 
of the HBS questionnaire and tabulation plan, as well as 
review of the COICOP coding to be used. The Economic 
Statistics staff also led the Institute’s participation in 
the 2018 International Comparison Program (ICP), an 
undertaking of the United Nations Statistics Division and 
the World Bank. This global initiative seeks to collect prices 
and GDP data for the estimation of purchasing power 
parities for participating countries. It is intended countries 
will incorporate the ICP into their work programs on an 
ongoing basis going forward.

econoMic statistics

  SIB Press Conference
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Over the course of the past year, 2017-18, the SIB’s Census 
and Surveys department was engaged in several activities, 
including two Labour Force Surveys, a ‘Survey of Risk 
Factors for Chronic Kidney Disease’, finalizing preparations 
for the conduct of the first round of a Household Budget 
Survey and the planning for a National Domestic Tourism 
Survey.  Activities in preparation for the 2020 Population 
and Housing Census also continued throughout this 
period.

In 2017, the SIB conducted two Labour Force Surveys 
(LFS): one in April and the other in September. The LFS 
provides information on key economic indicators such as 
the national unemployment rate, which represents the 
percentage of Belize’s labour force that are not working 
but are available to work. For each round of the survey, 
data was collected over a four-week period from a sample 
of 2,800 randomly selected households across the country.  
The national unemployment rate was estimated to be 9.0 
percent in April and 9.7 percent in September. 

During the months of August to December, the SIB, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health, carried out 
a ‘Survey of Risk Factors for Chronic Kidney Disease’ 
(SRFCKD).  This survey is part of a larger three-year project 
on Chronic Kidney Disease for which the Ministry of Health 
has partnered with the Government of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) through its International Cooperation 
Development fund. The aim of the survey is to provide 
information on the existence, distribution, and factors 
related to chronic diseases in general, but to kidney disease 
in particular. For the purpose of the SRFCKD, a sample of 
10,000 households were randomly selected countrywide, 
making it the largest survey ever conducted by the SIB.  
Most questions targeted household members aged 20 to 
55 years old.  The findings of this survey are expected to 
be available in 2019. 

Final preparations for the first round of the Household 
Budget Survey (HBS) also continued throughout the year.  
This survey will be carried out on a quarterly basis over 
a one-year period starting in May 2018.  For each round, 
a sample of 750 randomly selected households will be 
visited by trained interviewers over a four-week period. 
The HBS is designed to gather detailed expenditure on 
households’ spending patterns for food and non-food 
expenditure. This information will then be utilized to 
update the basket of goods and services used to measure 
the national inflation rate.  

Over the past year, the Institute also commenced the 
planning for the conduct of a National Domestic Tourism 
Survey (NDTS) at the request of the Ministry of Tourism 
and Civil Aviation.  The primary objective of this survey is to 
capture information on domestic tourism, particularly as it 
relates to expenditure, purpose of travel, top destinations 
visited, and main activities done by households within 
Belize. Data collection is scheduled to start in the last 
quarter of 2018 and will continue into 2019, during which 
approximately 3,000 households will be visited by SIB’s 
interviewers.  

Preparations for the upcoming 2020 Population and 
Housing Census also continued over the past year.  At the 
end of August, the National Census Advisory Committee 
held its second meeting in which the representatives of 
the various organizations were introduced to the topics 
being proposed by the Caricom Secretariat as well as 
other national organizations for inclusion in the census 
questionnaire. A Stakeholder Consultation was also 
held a month later to update other key partners on the 
progress of the census preparations and identify areas 
in which assistance will be needed. Activities scheduled 
for the coming year include the preparation of a draft 
questionnaire, the commencement of a mapping exercise, 
as well as the drafting of the legislation authorizing the 
Institute to conduct the census.

census and surveys

Nurse administering blood test as part of survey

  Stakeholder Consultation
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Established in 2012, Data Dissemination is the SIB’s 
youngest department and one of its smallest. Nonetheless, 
as the Institute seeks to prioritize communication and 
public awareness, the department has become an integral 
part of all its activities, from surveys to recruitment to 
engaging data users and other stakeholders. Indeed, the 
long-term sustainability of the SIB and its ability to meet 
the evolving needs of its clients will depend in large part 
on its ability to effectively communicate to decision makers 
and the public in general the value of its outputs and the 
services it provides. During the year in review, the Data 
Dissemination department coordinated the publication 
of the Institute’s press releases and reports, organized its 
various public appearances, maintained its website and 
catalogue of informative material, while also providing 
support to survey activities and the National Statistical 
System (NSS) improvement initiative.

PublicatioNs:
Charged with maintaining the SIB’s published Advance 
Release Calendar, the department produced twelve sets 
of press releases during the review period.  In addition, 
it produced and published the 2016 Abstract of Statistics, 
a compilation of statistics produced by the SIB and its 
partners in the National Statistical System. This publication 
also serves as the medium through which the Institute 
validates the statistics produced by other NSS agencies 
and endorses them as official national statistics. Other 
publications included the Annual Report 2016-17, the 
2017 annual flip calendar, brochures, posters, flyers, and 
infographics. 

All official outputs of the SIB were made available to the 
public through the Institute’s website, the maintenance of 
which continues to be one of the department’s primary 
responsibilities. While updates and improvements are 
made on a continuous basis, two notable additions were 
made during the year in review. These included the 
restoration of the Redatam facility, which allows data users 
to generate customized tables from the 2010 Census, and 
the SIB’s first User Satisfaction Survey, which sought the 
feedback of website users and other clients on the quality 
of the statistics produced and the service provided. In the 
coming year, databases from other censuses and surveys 
will be made available through Redatam, while the results 
of the User Satisfaction Survey will be analysed and a 
report published on the website.

Public aPPearaNces aND outreach:
A core function of Data Dissemination is the coordination 
of the Institute’s external communication, especially 
in building public awareness and understanding of the 
statistics produced by the SIB. During the year, the 
department successfully organized the Institute’s four 
quarterly press conferences and coordinated follow-up 

media appearances by technical staff and management. 
In addition to logistical support for these types of 
appearances, the department provided statisticians with 
training in media interaction skills and conducted intensive 
preparatory dry runs in advance of press conferences. 

The department is also actively involved in preparations 
for the 2020 Population and Housing Census. In September 
2017, the SIB, in partnership with the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) hosted a one-day census 
stakeholder consultation. This session saw the attendance 
of about 100 persons and provided a forum for updating 
stakeholders on the SIB’s preparations for the upcoming 
census, innovations planned for 2020, and the type of 
support needed for the successful conduct of the census. 

In October 2017, the department partnered with several 
agencies of the National Statistical System to observe 
Caribbean Statistics Day by hosting an exhibition at the 
George Price Center in Belmopan, to showcase the work 
being done by the NSS in the field of statistics. In addition, a 
workshop on Data Analysis and Microdata Access was held 
as a part of Caribbean Statistics Day activities. Two cohorts 
of trainees from various NSS agencies participated in this 
workshop, which was given with the financial support of 
the UNFPA. Throughout the year, the department also 
participated in several fairs and expos, including the 
National Agriculture and Trade Show, University of Belize 
Open Day, and the Corozal Junior College Business Expo. 

survey suPPort:
During the year in review, the Data Dissemination 
department continued to provide support to the Institute’s 
surveys, most notably both rounds of the Labour Force 
Survey and the 2017 Survey of Risk Factors for Chronic 
Kidney Disease. This support included the in-house 
production of audio and video advertisements, preparation 
of promotional material for printing, procurement of 
printed items, and production of identification cards for 
the field staff.

data disseMination

Observing Statistics Day at George Price Center
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In late April 2017, the Systems Development and Data 
Processing (SDDP) department welcomed a new manager 
to its team. Along with this change in management of 
the department came a new approach to the use of 
paid software, particularly with the new manager being 
an enthusiast of Open Source Technology. As a result, 
during the year in review, SIB’s Information Technology 
infrastructure was changed to run on Linux servers and the 
only licenses employed were for the staff’s workstations. 
Additional security measures at the local network level 
were implemented, including an intrusion detection 
system, intrusion prevention system, and network level 
anti-virus. 

The review period also saw the addition of a permanent 
programmer for the department. This additional 
manpower has allowed for numerous web applications to 
be built in-house with several more under construction. 
These included web applications to enhance project 
management, temporary staff payroll administration, and 
human resource management capabilities.

Data ProcessiNG aND Data caPture:
The SDDP department continues to play a critical role in 
the entire survey process, as the Institute now conducts 
its surveys almost exclusively using Computer Assisted 
Personal Interviewing (CAPI) application software, except 

in special cases where CAPI is not feasible. Considerable 
expertise has been built up in the World Bank’s ‘Survey 
Solutions’ software and additional training from UNICEF in 
‘CSPro’ is anticipated in the coming year. 

The CAPI application software is used to collect data via a 
tablet in the field, after which data is synced to the cloud 
for instant access and review by staff at headquarters. 
With the incorporation of this technology in the survey 
process, data capture and data processing have become 
considerably more efficient, and improvements to the 
control forms and other supporting applications continue 
on an ongoing basis. Over the review period, surveys 
executed using the CAPI application included both Labour 
Force Surveys and the Survey of Risk Factors for Chronic 
Kidney Disease. In addition, the department is exploring 
the possibility of developing a CAPI application for the 
upcoming Household Budget Survey.

systeMs developMent and data processing departMent

CAPI Application Login Screen

CAPI Data Collection Screen
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Gis uNit:
The main focus of the Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) Unit continues to be the maintenance and updating 
of the Institute’s geographic framework to support ongoing 
surveys and the decennial census. During the period under 
review, with the addition of a new GIS Officer and a GIS 
Technician, the unit was actively engaged in fulfilling its 
primary task of updating the country’s enumeration 
districts in anticipation of the 2020 Population and Housing 
Census. 

As the Institute continued its census preparations, the unit 
commenced on a large-scale mapping exercise in early 
2017. This updating of the road/street network is crucial to 
GIS applications, including navigation, which support the 
locating of households during fieldwork.  Additionally, it will 
provide the framework for the development of a national 
address database and is a key piece of data used when 
updating enumeration areas.  The road/street network was 
updated for 211 EDs, with approximately 2,000 streets and 
blocks demarcated and mapped during this activity. The 
breakdown by district is shown in the table below.

Breakdown of Enumeration Districts, Tracks and Blocks 
mapped in Mapping Exercise 2017

District Number of 
EDs 

Number of 
Tracks 

Number of 
Blocks 

Corozal 19 332 338
Orange Walk 20 314 277
Belize 88 858 564
Cayo 71 617 644
Stann Creek 2 27 39
Toledo 11 27 39
Total 211 2,175 1,901

The continued success of the updating and mapping of 
EDs leading up to the 2020 Census will depend heavily 
on collaboration between the SIB and other organizations 
within the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI). The 
sharing of geographic data enables partners to realize the 
potential of their existing data while working together 
to reduce the cost of data collection and duplication of 
efforts. During the year in review, the GIS unit maintained 
its active participation in the NSDI, working to establish key 
partnerships and securing access to data to support the 
census mapping exercise.

Other activities of the GIS Unit included participation in 
the annual GIS Day Exhibition, held at the Ramada Princess 
Hotel in Belize City and the University of Belize’s GIS Day 
Symposium, where the Institute presented on how GIS 
is being used at the SIB. The Unit trained the staff of the 
Data Dissemination department on the use of geospatial 
technology for dissemination of statistical data.
 

  Updating of ED’s
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The Human Resources department continues to support 
the SIB’s mission in myriad ways by providing a full-
range of support services, programs and resources in the 
areas of employee benefits, compensation, compliance, 
employee relations, recognition, talent management and 
professional development training programs. 

The Institute recognizes that its employees are key to 
the continued pursuit of its vision of “becoming the 
leading national statisitical agency in the region”. Equally 
important is consistently recognizing and enhancing the 
skills and capabilities of the SIB’s staff. Regular learning 
and development opportunities are budgeted for and 
provided, enabling staff to maintain and increase their 
technical expertise.  Over the year in review, employees 
took advantage of various online courses and degree 
programs, facilitated in full or in part by the Insitute’s 
Tuition Assistance Program. Two employees completed 
Bachelor of Science degrees in Mathematics, while one 
employee is presently pursing a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Marketing.  Employees also continued to be afforded 
opportunities to participate in several international 
workshops and conferences through collaboration with 
various international partners.

The Human Resources department remains committed 
to working with the Institute in attracting and retaining 
a talented and diverse workforce with the skills needed 
to meet the ever growing demand for the SIB’s products 
and services. Over the past year, persons were recruited 
to fill the following vacant positions:  Manager, Systems 
Development and Data Processing (1); Database 
Administrator/Programmer (1); Geographic Information 
Systems Officer (1); Geographic Information Systems 
Technician (1); Driver/Handyman (1). In addition, the 

department successfully conducted recruitment for all the 
Institute’s surveys througout the year. 

Building upon the work of the previous year, a major focus 
of the department continued to be the improvement 
of HR systems and processes to enhance operational 
effectiveness, efficiency and employee satisfaction.  Over 
the past year, the new SIB Payroll and the Employee 
Attendance Register Systems were developed and 
implemented, with assistance from the Systems 
Development and Data Processing department. An HR 
Software program that manages employee information 
is presently in the development stage and scheduled for 
implementation during the latter part of 2018.

As the SIB expands the scope of its activities to better 
meet its mandate, the Human Resources department 
will continue to provide valuable support, in the form of 
services and programs that build up the Institute’s human 
capital and help employees succeed at every stage of their 
career. 

huMan resources

  Employee Attendance Register

  SIB Payroll App
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Name of Employee Training/Workshop Place Dates

Diana Castillo-Trejo Seminar on the implementation of the SDG indicators 
framework

Santiago, Chile April 3-4, 2017

Jacqueline Small CARICOM workshop to review the common census questions 
& methodologies in preparation for 2020 census

Barbados May 15-19, 2017

Marilyn Pinelo-Lee CENTROESTAD Meeting- Regional Strategy for the 
Development of Statistics

Costa Rica May 17-19, 2017

Miriam Willoughby Roundtable on World Programme for the Census of 
Agriculture 2020

Trinidad 
&Tobago

May 23-26, 2017

Jefte Ochaeta Regional Workshop on Tourism Statistics Antigua, 
Guatemala

July 10-14, 2017

Javier Romero Redatam Workshop Santiago, Chile August 
21-September 1 
2017

Darren Cal Redatam Workshop Santiago, Chile August 
21-September 1 
2017

Tiffany Vasquez Workshop on extracting and analyzing data from the asycuda 
world system 

Trinidad & 
Tobago

Septemeber 11-
17, 2017

Lesley Cruz Sampling and Estimation workshop Kingston, 
Jamaica

September 18-21, 
2017

Tanisha Chavarria Technical Meeting on Security, violnce, and Justice Indicators 
to monitor the Sustainable Dev. Goals

Mexico City September 11-15, 
2017

Curwen Arthurs Sampling and Estimation workshop Kingston, 
Jamaica

September 18-21, 
2017

Jacqueline Small Workshop on the Measurement of Child Disability New York September 24-29, 
2017

Leopold Perriott Environmental Information Workshop Trinidad & 
Tobago

October 2-4, 2017

Marilyn Pinelo-Lee CARTAC System of National Accounts Course St. Lucia October 2-13, 
2017

Angelita Campbell CARTAC System of National Accounts Course St. Lucia October 2-13, 
2017

Miriam Willoughby Training Program for Statistical Capacity Building Workshop Mexico City October 09-13, 
2017

Wendy Benavides Reunion Regional del Grupo  sobre Estatisticas de Ninez y 
Adolescencia

Mexico City October 25-27, 
2017

Miriam Willoughby “Experiences, good practices and challenges for the National 
Statistical Systems of Latin American countries in the light of 
the 2020 Population and Housing Census round”

Santiago, Chile November 27-29, 
2017

Lesley Cruz Taller de adiestramiento sobre el uso de software STATA El Salvador November 21-24, 
2017

Jefte Ochaeta Taller de adiestramiento sobre el uso de software STATA El Salvador November 21-24, 
2017

Melvyn Edenojie Attending in cloud storage conference St. Lucia November 13-17, 
2017

Mark Noble Attending in cloud storage conference St. Lucia November
13-17,2017

siB trainings and Workshops
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Name of Employee Training/Workshop Place Dates

Mark Noble Information Management Workshop Guyana January 29 - 
February 2, 2018

Andrew Link ASP.Net Training (CITO) Belmopan February 5-9, 
2018

Jacqueline Sabal ASYCUDA Training at Customs Belize City February 12, 2018

Tiffany Vasquez ASYCUDA Training at Customs Belize City February 12, 2018

Angelita Campbell ASYCUDA Training at Customs Belize City February 12, 2018

Tanisha Chavarria BIM Supervisory Training Belize City February 12, 2018

Wendy Benavides BIM Supervisory Training Belize City February 12, 2018

Jacqueline Small Multidimensional Poverty Measurement workshop at CDB in 
Barbados

Barbados February 
26-March 2, 2018

Sarita Flores Multidimensional Poverty Measurement workshop at CDB in 
Barbados

Belize City March 8-9, 2018

Keisha Smith BIM Finance and Accounting for Non Financial Managers 
Training

Belize City March 8-9, 2018

Lesley Cruz Data Dissemination Workshop Grenada March 19-23, 
2018

Leopold Perriott Adolescent Health Proposal Development Workshop in 
Harare, Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe March 19-22, 
2018

Kenesha Richards Data Dissemination Workshop Grenada March 19-23, 
2018
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table 1
Gross Domestic Product by activity in constant Prices; 2013 - 2017

BZE $ Million

industry 2013r 2014r 2015r 2016 r 2017 p
Agriculture and forestry 246.6 249.4 252.5 229.2 255.5
  Growing of crops; horticulture 196.6 190.6 196.7 170.4 192.9
  Livestock farming 44.8 53.6 50.5 53.6 57.3
  Forestry and logging 5.2 5.2 5.3 5.2 5.2
Fishing 121.9 128.0 82.6 29.4 28.6
Mining and quarrying 12.2 10.5 10.1 11.0 8.7
Primary industries 380.7 387.9 345.2 269.6 292.8
Manufacturing 217.3 201.0 171.5 158.6 160.2
  Manufacturing of food products and beverages 128.7 126.4 129.5 130.0 124.6
  Manufacturing of textiles, clothing and footwear 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0
  Other manufacturing (including petroleum) 88.4 74.5 41.9 28.5 35.5
Electricity and water supply 127.3 132.1 136.7 145.2 149.6
Construction 63.8 68.0 80.7 90.2 86.8
Secondary industries 408.4 401.1 388.9 394.0 396.6
Wholesale and retail trade, repairs 414.2 423.6 456.8 539.4 576.5
Hotels and restaurants 99.4 109.2 105.6 104.7 108.3
Transport, and communication 265.1 269.0 282.5 286.6 286.5
  Transport and storage 83.2 88.9 92.1 98.1 99.4
  Post and telecommunications 181.9 180.1 190.3 188.5 187.1
Financial intermediation 255.2 263.8 317.3 316.4 300.9
Real estate, renting and business services 156.2 165.4 162.2 164.5 177.8
Community, social and personal services 141.6 140.5 144.6 146.3 146.5
General government services 227.4 247.2 275.6 287.2 299.3
tertiary industries 1,559.0 1,618.6 1,744.5 1,845.1 1,895.8
Less: Financial services indirectly measured 142.3 142.3 157.6 160.6 156.5
all industries at Basic Prices 2,205.7 2,265.2 2,321.0 2,348.1 2,428.7
Taxes less subsidies on products 392.0 428.4 465.1 421.5 380.7
GDP at Market Prices 2,597.7 2,693.6 2,786.0 2,769.6 2,809.5
Mid Year Population Estimtes 349,728  358,899  368,310  377,968  387,879 
GDP at Market Prices per capita  7,427.68  7,505.13  7,564.35  7,327.72  7,243.12 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize

note: GDP is given in millions of Belize dollars. Per capita GDP is given in Belize dollars.

r = Revised

p = Provisional

statistical highlights
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table 2
annual Percent change in Gross Domestic Product by activity in constant Prices; 2013 - 2017

industry 2013r 2014r 2015r 2016 r 2017 p
Agriculture and forestry -1.3 1.1 1.2 -9.2 11.4
  Growing of crops; horticulture -2.7 -3.1 3.2 -13.4 13.2
  Livestock farming 5.2 19.8 -5.8 6.1 6.9
  Forestry and logging -0.8 -0.4 1.3 -0.4 -0.1
Fishing 24.9 5.0 -35.5 -64.3 -2.9
Mining and quarrying -5.9 -14.1 -3.6 8.3 -20.5
Primary industries 5.6 1.9 -11.0 -21.9 8.6
Manufacturing -19.4 -7.5 -14.7 -7.5 1.0
  Manufacturing of food products and beverages -7.8 -1.8 2.5 0.3 -4.1
  Manufacturing of textiles, clothing and footwear 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 2.0
Other manufacturing (including petroleum) -32.0 -15.7 -43.7 -32.0 24.6
Electricity and water supply 10.0 3.7 3.5 6.2 3.1
Construction 17.6 6.6 18.7 11.7 -3.8
Secondary industries -7.1 -1.8 -3.0 1.3 0.7
Wholesale and retail trade, repairs 5.2 2.3 7.8 18.1 6.9
Hotels and restaurants 8.6 9.9 -3.3 -0.9 3.5
Transport, and communication -3.1 1.5 5.0 1.5 0.0
  Transport and storage 6.7 6.8 3.7 6.4 1.4
  Post and telecommunications -7.0 -1.0 5.7 -1.0 -0.7
Financial intermediation -6.5 3.3 20.3 -0.3 -4.9
Real estate, renting and business services 2.5 5.9 -1.9 1.4 8.1
Community, social and personal services 1.6 -0.8 3.0 1.2 0.1
General government services -2.8 8.7 11.5 4.2 4.2
tertiary industries 0.1 3.8 7.8 5.8 2.7
Less: Financial services indirectly measured -0.3 0.0 10.8 1.9 -2.6
all industries at Basic Prices -0.4 2.7 2.5 1.2 3.4
Taxes less subsidies on products 8.5 9.3 8.6 -9.4 -9.7
GDP at Market Prices 0.9 3.7 3.4 -0.6 1.4
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 3
Gross imports by Section of the Sitc; 2013 - 2017

BZE $ Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Food and Live Animals  201.50  224.12  221.79  229.41  216.08 
Beverages and Tobacco  31.67  39.18  40.02  38.43  35.30 
Crude Materials  20.52  31.24  31.43  36.09  35.45 
Mineral Fuels & Lubricants  279.12  295.68  220.54  187.01  215.66 
Oils and Fats  13.27  15.98  17.61  13.71  16.44 
Chemical Products  166.11  166.90  182.95  171.98  174.46 
Manufactured goods  224.50  218.63  244.61  236.19  244.02 
Machinery & Transport Equipment  320.08  342.79  435.73  458.70  375.51 
Other Manufactures  134.42  140.79  158.19  178.54  161.33 
Commodities n.e.s  0.00  0.58  1.65  0.61  0.32 
Commercial Processing Zone  332.78  327.08  317.12  305.48  307.24 
Export Processing Zone  80.63  115.15  115.83  45.35  41.11 
Personal Goods  6.95  6.51  5.04  3.92  3.51 
total  1,811.55  1,924.64  1,992.49  1,905.43  1,826.45 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 4
Gross imports by economic end use; 2013 - 2017

BZE $ Million

Bec 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
consumer Goods
  Food and beverages  158.41  196.13  200.07  206.16  194.18 
  Transport equipment  12.54  16.14  24.29  19.29  19.57 
  Durable goods  59.11  44.46  53.82  59.65  56.27 
  Semi-durable goods  44.34  52.26  59.23  69.95  61.86 
  Non-durable goods  105.77  102.46  111.85  105.22  112.29 
intermediate Goods
  Food and beverages  35.00  28.03  28.33  28.07  26.24 
  Fuels and lubricants  176.61  190.89  136.16  117.22  134.93 
  Parts and accessories  86.08  89.38  128.56  127.44  101.91 
  Industrial supplies nes  383.93  398.11  425.58  427.71  422.88 
capital Goods
  Transport equipment  41.12  57.18  58.29  62.88  44.92 
  Other capital goods  154.57  161.10  208.00  210.27  184.39 
other Goods
  Passenger motor cars  27.88  30.77  32.01  42.32  31.00 
  Motor spirit  103.47  103.63  83.75  69.94  81.14 
  Goods to EPZ  80.63  115.15  115.83  45.35  41.11 
  Goods to CFZ  332.78  327.08  317.12  305.48  307.24 
  Household goods  6.95  6.51  5.04  3.92  3.51 
  Goods nes  2.36  5.34  4.57  4.55  3.01 
total  1,811.55  1,924.64  1,992.49  1,905.43  1,826.45 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 5
Major Domestic exports; 2013 - 2017

BZE $ Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Marine Products
  Quantity (Million Lbs)  16.77  16.03  11.68  3.41  2.72 
  Value  112.34  113.26  88.13  41.31  40.12 
Sugar 
  Quantity (Thousand Long Ton)  105.21  105.42  125.37  124.48  157.93 
  Value  107.36  110.19  134.46  103.08  148.04 
Molasses
  Quantity (Million Gal)  9.76  7.53  7.11  8.30  12.48 
  Value  7.81  5.86  6.46  7.07  9.78 
orange concentrate
  Quantity (Million Gal)  4.63  3.92  3.59  3.01  2.46 
  Value  95.14  82.58  81.87  78.50  60.48 
Grapefruit concentrate
  Quantity (Million Gal)  0.47  0.34  0.31  0.44  0.19 
  Value  11.50  7.87  7.43  9.45  4.23 
Banana
  Quantity (Million Lbs)  217.87  226.61  217.92  155.79  183.33 
  Value  97.01  100.39  97.79  69.91  81.77 
Garments
  Quantity (Thousand Lbs)  28.08  11.96  0.01  23.60  -   
  Value  0.60  0.09  0.15  0.36  -   
Sawn Wood
  Quantity (Thousand Bdft)  774.65  0.81  1,004.15  0.80  0.78 
  Value  5.65  5.71  7.41  6.68  6.47 
Papayas
  Quantity (Million Lbs)  56.51  34.17  30.74  7.50  3.52 
  Value  20.67  13.26  13.04  3.92  1.45 
crude Petroleum
  Quantity (Million Gal)  28.33  24.73  16.99  14.08  11.22 
  Value  140.19  102.26  36.38  22.48  22.75 
other exports  70.36  72.95  63.48  59.16  70.50 
total Value exports  668.63  614.42  536.59  401.93  445.59 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 6
average national consumer Price indices (cPi) by Major category; 2013 - 2017

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
all items 102.5 103.7 102.8 103.5 104.7
  Food And Non-Alcoholic Beverages 106.0 106.9 106.5 106.5 105.3
  Alcoholic Beverages And Tobacco 100.1 100.4 99.9 100.2 105.1
  Clothing And Footwear 96.3 96.5 96.3 98.2 97.9
  Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas, and Other Fuels 100.9 102.5 102.4 103.0 103.7
  Furnishing, Household Equipment And Routine   
  Household Maintenance

99.7 100.5 101.7 101.9 101.1

  Health 107.1 108.6 111.2 113.8 113.4
  Transport 106.8 108.3 100.2 100.4 110.2
  Communication 97.5 98.4 98.0 98.7 101.0
  Recreation And Culture 103.4 105.5 106.3 106.9 105.0
  Education 100.6 101.5 102.6 103.4 103.6
  Restaurants And Hotels 103.6 107.8 108.5 110.6 114.1
  Miscellaneous Goods And Services 99.9 101.5 103.5 105.0 104.0
Source: Statistical institute of Belize

table 7
National Inflation Rates by Major Category; 2013 - 2017

WeiGHtS 
feB 2011

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

all items 100.000 0.5 1.2 -0.9 0.7 1.1
  Food And Non-Alcoholic Beverages 19.495 1.5 0.8 -0.4 0.1 -1.1
  Alcoholic Beverages And Tobacco 1.664 0.9 0.3 -0.5 0.3 4.9
  Clothing And Footwear 8.287 -2.3 0.3 -0.2 2.0 -0.3
  Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas, and Other Fuels 26.479 0.4 1.6 0.0 0.6 0.7
  Furnishing, Household Equipment And Routine 
  Household Maintenance

6.930 0.2 0.8 1.2 0.2 -0.8

  Health 4.137 3.0 1.4 2.3 2.3 -0.3
  Transport 13.573 1.7 1.4 -7.5 0.2 9.7
  Communication 3.346 -0.9 0.9 -0.3 0.7 2.3
  Recreation And Culture 6.935 1.1 2.0 0.8 0.6 -1.8
  Education 3.245 0.4 1.0 1.1 0.7 0.2
  Restaurants And Hotels 0.704 1.7 4.1 0.6 1.9 3.2
  Miscellaneous Goods And Services 5.202 -3.2 1.6 2.1 1.4 -1.0
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 8
Unemployment Rates by District and Sex; 2016 - 2017

2016 2017 2018
april September april September april

country total  8.0  11.1  9.0  9.7  9.4 
  Male  4.3  6.9  4.8  7.1  5.6 
  Female  13.6  17.6  15.6  13.6  14.9 
corozal  4.6  10.3  7.6  7.8  5.6 
  Male  3.5  8.7  3.3  4.3  1.6 
  Female  6.8  12.9  15.5  13.3  12.0 
orange Walk  7.2  8.4  8.4  12.4  6.8 
  Male  4.6  3.2  4.6  7.2  3.3 
  Female  11.9  18.5  15.5  21.9  14.0 
Belize  9.6  12.8  10.9  8.0  8.5 
  Male  3.6  9.2  6.0  7.6  6.6 
  Female  16.8  17.1  16.8  8.6  10.8 
cayo  8.0  9.9  7.0  13.0  13.6 
  Male  5.3  5.2  2.8  9.7  7.2 
  Female  11.9  18.1  14.6  18.2  22.4 
Stann creek  10.6  17.7  13.1  8.7  11.9 
  Male  6.2  9.5  9.7  6.9  8.4 
  Female  17.9  29.9  18.8  11.8  18.7 
toledo  3.9  3.4  3.9  6.5  6.8 
  Male  1.9  2.8  2.3  2.2  4.0 
  Female  8.0  4.5  7.0  16.2  11.3 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 9
total labour force by District and Sex; 2016 to 2018

2016 2017 2018
april September april September april

country total  159,648  162,254  164,935  166,049  172,086 
  Male  96,359  98,514  100,883  99,871  102,192 
  Female  63,290  63,741  64,052  66,178  69,894 
corozal  19,118  19,495  20,349  20,245  21,770 
  Male  12,826  12,338  13,258  12,384  13,341 
  Female  6,291  7,156  7,091  7,861  8,429 
orange Walk  20,610  21,131  21,346  20,877  21,115 
  Male  13,306  13,997  13,960  13,466  14,172 
  Female  7,304  7,134  7,386  7,410  6,943 
Belize  53,086  55,626  57,871  55,751  55,542 
  Male  29,032  30,540  31,900  30,613  29,907 
  Female  24,054  25,086  25,971  25,138  25,635 
cayo  36,753  35,545  35,678  38,297  41,244 
  Male  21,791  22,712  22,891  23,143  23,967 
  Female  14,962  12,833  12,787  15,154  17,277 
Stann creek  17,536  17,684  16,874  18,434  18,490 
  Male  10,911  10,578  10,561  11,652  12,231 
  Female  6,626  7,105  6,313  6,782  6,259 
toledo  12,545  12,774  12,816  12,445  13,926 
  Male  8,493  8,348  8,313  8,612  8,574 
  Female  4,052  4,426  4,503  3,833  5,352 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 10
total number of employed Persons by District and Sex; 2016 - 2018

2016 2017 2018
april September april September april

country total  146,918  144,302  150,112  149,994  155,950 
  Male  92,260  91,752  96,038  92,822  96,442 
  Female  54,658  52,550  54,074  57,172  59,508 
corozal  18,242  17,492  18,810  18,672  20,545 
  Male  12,378  11,262  12,818  11,856  13,124 
  Female  5,864  6,230  5,992  6,816  7,421 
orange Walk  19,131  19,358  19,556  18,285  19,677 
  Male  12,693  13,544  13,314  12,499  13,709 
  Female  6,438  5,814  6,242  5,787  5,969 
Belize  48,007  48,521  51,589  51,266  50,816 
  Male  27,992  27,736  29,987  28,289  27,944 
  Female  20,015  20,785  21,602  22,977  22,872 
cayo  33,810  32,035  33,183  33,303  35,638 
  Male  20,635  21,521  22,258  20,906  22,231 
  Female  13,175  10,514  10,925  12,396  13,407 
Stann creek  15,671  14,557  14,663  16,830  16,298 
  Male  10,231  9,578  9,539  10,847  11,206 
  Female  5,440  4,979  5,123  5,983  5,091 
toledo  12,057  12,339  12,312  11,638  12,976 
  Male  8,331  8,111  8,122  8,425  8,228 
  Female  3,726  4,228  4,190  3,213  4,748 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 11
total number of underemployed Persons by District and Sex; 2016 - 2018

2016 2017 2018
april September april September april

country total  19,373  24,165  25,032  22,313  21,971 
  Male  7,305  11,723  11,142  10,200  9,929 
  Female  12,069  12,442  13,890  12,112  12,042 
corozal  3,868  3,955  4,271  3,951  4,035 
  Male  1,561  1,585  2,197  1,910  1,639 
  Female  2,307  2,370  2,074  2,041  2,395 
orange Walk  4,201  5,629  3,785  3,309  2,706 
  Male  2,022  3,208  1,330  1,656  979 
  Female  2,179  2,421  2,454  1,654  1,726 
Belize  3,224  5,594  5,805  6,361  5,194 
  Male  913  2,930  2,369  2,232  2,952 
  Female  2,312  2,665  3,436  4,129  2,242 
cayo  4,429  4,155  5,453  5,100  4,435 
  Male  1,386  2,234  2,629  2,345  1,966 
  Female  3,043  1,921  2,825  2,755  2,469 
Stann creek  1,879  1,955  2,845  1,514  1,797 
  Male  811  966  1,510  587  632 
  Female  1,068  990  1,335  927  1,165 
toledo  1,772  2,876  2,873  2,077  3,805 
  Male  612  801  1,108  1,471  1,761 
  Female  1,160  2,074  1,765  607  2,045 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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table 12
Belize Population estimates by Major administrative areas; 2014 - 2018
area 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
country total  358,899  368,310  377,968  387,879  398,050 
  Urban  161,434  165,463  169,598  173,841  178,195 
  Rural  197,465  202,847  208,370  214,038  219,855 
corozal  44,613  45,530  46,472  47,437  48,429 
  Corozal Town  11,427  11,722  12,024  12,334  12,652 
  Corozal Rural  33,186  33,808  34,447  35,103  35,776 
orange Walk  48,744  49,466  50,208  50,968  51,749 
  Orange Walk Town  13,692  13,687  13,683  13,679  13,674 
  Orange Walk Rural  35,052  35,779  36,524  37,290  38,075 
Belize  107,494  110,644  113,878  117,196  120,602 
  Belize City  60,184  60,963  61,762  62,582  63,423 
  San Pedro Town  15,484  16,444  17,429  18,440  19,477 
  Belize Rural  31,825  33,238  34,687  36,175  37,701 
cayo  85,243  87,876  90,579  93,352  96,197 
  San Ignacio/Santa Elena  20,027  20,582  21,151  21,736  22,335 
  Benque Viejo  6,497  6,589  6,684  6,781  6,880 
  Belmopan  18,326  19,458  20,621  21,814  23,038 
  Cayo Rural  40,394  41,247  42,123  43,022  43,944 
Stann creek  38,728  39,865  41,032  42,230  43,459 
  Dangriga  10,002  10,108  10,217  10,328  10,442 
  Stann Creek Rural  28,726  29,757  30,816  31,902  33,017 
toledo  34,077  34,928  35,800  36,695  37,614 
  Punta Gorda  5,795  5,910  6,027  6,148  6,272 
  Toledo Rural  28,282  29,018  29,773  30,547  31,342 
Source: Statistical institute of Belize
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audited financial stateMents
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